




HIGHWAYS 


Civilian and War Veterans monument at Islamorada dedicated to the memory of the Civil¬ 
ian and War Veterans whose lives were lost in the hurricane of September 2, 1935. 
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Governor’s 

Message 



Governor Fuller Warren 


Good evening, my friends and fellow- 
citizens: 

I have several topics which I want to dis¬ 
cuss with you tonight, including one which 
has some grave aspects. I shall talk about 
that last, however, for I have much to report 
that is cheerful and encouraging. 

Almost a month has gone by since I made 
my last radio report, in which I predicted 
that 1950 will be the greatest tourist season 
in Florida history. I could have said that 
1950 will be the greatest year in Florida’s 
economic history, for our rising river of 
prosperity continues to roll on. 

Employment is high. Nearly everybody 
has a job. Retail sales are setting summer¬ 
time records. Banks are bulging with de¬ 
posits. Hotels are enjoying a record summer 
tourist business. In fact, summer tourism 
is at an all-time high in Florida. This as 
apparent to any resident of Florida. 

Look at our highways. They are crowded 
with thousands and thousands of automobiles 
bearing out-of-state license tags. They come 
from all over the United States. Only last 
week, while driving from Panama City to 
Tallahassee, I saw several cars from Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Look at our beaches. They are literally 
loaded with tens of thousands of citizens 
from other state. Splashing in the surf, or 
taking siestas in the sun, they are learning 
to love life in Florida. They are washing 
away their worries and recharging their 
energies. It is a pleasure to watch them. 

Only two years ago, many Florida hotels 
were well-nigh deserted in the summertime. 
No one, particularly those who cater to the 
creature comforts of our tourists, will have 
difficulty remembering those days. Why, 
then, we may ask, has Florida—in just two 
years’ time—become one of the nation’s 
greatest summer resorts? We know that 
nothing ever comes to pass without a cause. 
We know that it is not just an accident that 
Florida is rapidly becoming a renowned 


summer resort. It has resulted from the 
combined efforts of many Floridians. 

My Administration is grateful to have had 
an important part in getting many thousands 
of people to come to Florida in the summer. 
Shortly after my Administration began, the 
State Advertising Commission sponsored a 
joint meeting with representatives of all 
transportation companies serving Florida and 
representatives of our great hotel industry. 
At that meeting, plans were co-ordinated to 
get people to come to Florida in the sum¬ 
mer. The Advertising Commission also set 
aside part of its budget for the specific pur¬ 
pose of letting people in other states know 
what a wonderful place Florida is in the 
summer. 

In that, you have the cause. Now, for the 
effect. The best authority on that, I be¬ 
lieve, is the State Hotel Association, a pri¬ 
vate organization, which works closely with 
the State Hotel Commission, a public agency. 
In previous years, we recall, many resort 
hotels and apartment houses simply boarded 
up for the summer. This dull period was 
just written off as a loss. The tourist and 
hotel industry, which accounts for about 
one-third of all our incomes, was geared to 
a “winter boom” and “summer bust” pattern. 

All that changed in the summer of 1949. 
The Hotel Association, which estimates that 
there are more than a half-million rental 
rooms in Florida, reported that only seven 
percent of these rooms were locked up dur¬ 
ing the summer. This summer, close on the 
heels of an aggressive summer advertising 
campaign by the Advertising Commission, 
all but about four percent of these rooms 
are occupied with paying tenants. 

Almost without exception, the resort com¬ 
munities along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts 
are bustling with fun-seeking tourists. More¬ 
over, Florida’s inland resorts, like Orlando, 
Lakeland and Winter Haven, are noticeably 
busier than ever before at this time of year. 
The Advertising Commission, basing its esti¬ 


mate on first-hand reports from all over the 
state, says that the Florida summer vacation 
business is up thirty percent over any pre¬ 
ceding year. 

An increase of thirty percent is impressive, 
but it becomes more impressive when we 
realize that it means that for every dollar 
made from tourists last summer, we have 
one dollar and thirty cents this summer. The 
end result is more than worth every cent we 
expended on it, every word that was written, 
every sentence that was uttered in persuad¬ 
ing out-of-state visitors that summer in 
Florida is the greatest holiday bargain ever 
offered. 

It was only a few years ago that people 
in the North, generally, thought of Florida 
as a winter resort that could be afforded 
only by wealthy people. They do not have 
that picture in their minds today. Florida 
has been revealed as a mecca for millions 
with modest means. They have found that 
Florida has a vacation to fit just about any 
pocketbook, especially in the summertime. 

A sampling of hotel rates in the luxury 
resorts of the so-called “Gold Coast” estab¬ 
lishes this point. Rooms which rent from 
$20 to $30 a day during the Winter season 
are available now at $5 a day and less. Let 
me quote from a travel article which will 
appear in the August issue of Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine, which has a circula¬ 
tion of SV 2 million. I quote: 

“Florida offers the greatest off-season re¬ 
ductions of any vacation area. From May 1 
through November, prices take a nose dive. 
The average reduction in price is 50 to 66 
percent. 

“Summer temperatures at most Florida 
beaches average out at 78 to 81 degrees, 
sometimes hitting the 90’s, but no higher 
than those to be found in northern cities 
during the same time of year. If you don’t 
mind walking a few blocks to the ocean, 
you can get a room for as little as $10 a 
week per person. 
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“Fishing, tennis, golf and sailing go on 
all summer in Florida; most hotels operate 
all their facilities. And round-trip fares to 
Florida from New York and other Eastern 
cities are 25 percent less during summer and 
early fall; whether you travel by train, bus, 
or air.” Unquote. 

I am happy to report that the Advertising 
Commission’s news bureau had a hand in 
preparing that story, which will be read by 
millions. For your state Administration be¬ 
lieves in advertising and publicizing. By 
advertising in strategic newspapers and na¬ 
tional magazines, and by sending out a con¬ 
stant flow of publicity pictures and prepared 
stories, we are presenting Florida in the 
strongest, most appealing ways possible. 

Prospective Florida tourists, who have 
read our advertisements and thereby have 
become interested in visiting this state, are 
writing in for descriptive literature and in¬ 
formation in record numbers. During the 
months of April, May and June of this year 
46,356 inquiries were received by the Ad¬ 
vertising Commission, as against 35,992 in¬ 
quiries in the same period last year. This is 
an increase of 28V2 percent. Significant, I 
think, is the fact that the increase in summer 
business is almost the same as the percentage 
increase in inquiries. 

It has been my privilege to have had a 
personal part in helping to bring these 
thousands of tourists to Florida. On trips 
to New York, Virginia, West Virginia, North 
Carolina, Georgia and Mississippi, I have 
done my best to boost Florida not only as 
the nation’s greatest year ’round resort, but 
as a state that holds great promise for in¬ 
dustry and agriculture. Recently, you will 
recall, I spoke before about 200 investment 
bankers at a dinner in New York City. That 
dinner didn’t just happen. It was arranged 
for and staged by the nine prominent busi¬ 
ness and industrial leaders of Florida whom 
I appointed to the Florida Industrial De¬ 
velopment Council. 

In an effort such as this, it often takes 
some time before the effects become ap¬ 
parent, if, indeed, you can ever put your 
finger on them. That is why I was so grati¬ 
fied last Friday when I received an air mail 
letter from a Mr. Bartram H. Kasendorf, of 
Philadelphia. Let me read a few lines of it: 

“Dear Governor Warren: A friend and I 
are very much interested in investing about 
100-to-150,000 dollars in the cattle business 
in Southeastern Florida, if the possibilities 
are attractive at this time. Of course, we 
would then make Florida our home as we 
would both want to be active in the man¬ 
agement thereof. Inasmuch as we will have 
an opportunity of leaving Philadelphia a 
week or few days hence, I should greatly 
appreciate you having the appropriate person 
give us whatever advicd may be available 
before that time.” Unquote. 

And in a postscript, Mr. Kasendorf added, 
and I quote: “This inquiry is prompted by 
a very close friend of mine, John McClin- 
tock, of Wood, Woolfe & Company, who at¬ 


tended a dinner at which you spoke at the 
Biltmore Hotel, New York, about three or 
four weeks ago.” Unquote. 

You may be sure that I lost no time in 
following up this lead. I wired Mr. Kasen¬ 
dorf, and told him that I was sending some 
information on cattle raising in Florida. In 
addition, to make certain that Mr. Kasendorf 
received authoritative advice from a man 
with vast experience, I have asked one of 
Florida’s biggest ranchers, State Representa¬ 
tive Irlo Bronson of Kissimmee, to communi¬ 
cate with Mr. Kasendorf. Between us, I be¬ 
lieve that we’ll be able to convince Mr. 
Kasendorf and his partner that their pro¬ 
posed $150,000 investment in Florida is a 
wise and profitable move. 

This is just one illustration of the amazing 
response we are getting to our appeal for 
new businesses and new industries. This 
movement holds such an immense potential 
that I regard it as one of the most important 
projects under way in Florida today. It 
holds out the prospect of not only making 
Florida bigger and more prosperous, but of 
raising the economic level and standard of 
living of every one of our citizens. 

To give you a clearer picture of what is 
happening in Florida’s industrial field, let us 
look back a year ago when we first started 
an intensified industrial development pro¬ 
gram. Prior to that time, the Advertising 
Commission had been conductinng a general 
advertising program, based principally on 
tourist appeal. The new Advertising Com¬ 
mission which I appointed at the start of 
my Administration felt that better results 
would be obtained if the advertising program 
was re-designed. Accordingly, we are now 
emphasizing each of the three major divi¬ 
sions of our economy—agriculture and indus¬ 
try, as well as tourism. 

While I do not wish to slight the agricul¬ 
tural pha^e of this over-all program, I’d like 
to discuss briefly the industrial phase, which 
is arousing much enthusiasm among all 
communities in Florida. While all cities 
and towns share indirectly in the tourist 
dollar and in agricultural promotion, they 
know that they can profit directly by becom¬ 
ing the home of a new business endeavor or 
a new manufacturing plant. 

For example, let us consider a typical 
Florida community, such as Advertising 
Commissioner Carl Floyd’s home town of 
Haines City. There are approximately 5,000 
citizens of this town, all of them dependent 
on the 1,200 who are gainfully employed. 
And, since Haines City is surrounded by 
orange and grapefruit groves, this employ¬ 
ment is seasonal. Until a few days ago, 
Haines City did not have one manufacturing 
plant that operated around the calendar. 

Six months ago, the Haines City Junior 
Chamber of Commerce decided to do some¬ 
thing about it. Several of the Jaycees went 
to Mr. Floyd and asked for advice on how 
to obtain a factory. Now, Mr. Floyd, who 
operates a chain of drive-in theaters in Cen¬ 
tral Florida and who has brought a wealth 


of new ideas to the Advertising Commission, 
is a staunch believer in advertising. 

He and Advertising Commission personnel 
prepared an advertisement, which was pub¬ 
lished in a New York financial newspaper at 
a total cost of $54.50. Within three days, 
Mr. C. C. Pope, owner of the Southeastern 
Casting Company at Anniston, Alabama, 
called the Haines City Jaycees to inquire 
about the ad. 

As a result, Mr. Pope has moved his 
machinery and equipment from Anniston 
into a former citrus packing plant just north 
of Haines City. When the company gets 
into full production, it will manufacture 
kitchen utensils, meat choppers, gears, and 
drainage pipes, and it will provide emplov- 
ment for 65 men. 

The jobs provided by this foundry will 
lend a steadying influence to the year ’round 
economy of Haines City. And it will give 
this Polk County community its first full 
time summer payroll. I congratulate the 
Jaycees, Mr. Floyd and the people of Haines 
City on obtaining this new industry. I also 
congratulate Mr. Pope on the wisdom of his 
decision to move his family, as well as his 
plant, to this fine Florida community. They 
have set an example for the rest of the state! 

I would like, at this point, to tell you of 
something else your Administration is doing 
to attract more permanent residents to 
Florida. Several months ago, many of you 
will recall, I requested the Florida State 
Improvement Commission to make a 
thorough study of the growth of pension and 
retirement plans in big industrial corpora¬ 
tions. 

It is my belief that the industrial pension 
movement has great significance for Florida. 
Our state has long beckoned to elderly per¬ 
sons, and many thousands of our best citizens 
came here to spend the best years of their 
lives. Preliminary studies indicate that, 
within the next 10 years, the number of per¬ 
sons financially able to retire and come to 
Florida will jump by tens, and even hun¬ 
dreds, of thousands. 

This will give you some idea of the poten¬ 
tialities: During the next 10 years, some¬ 
thing like a half-million industrial workers 
alone will retire each year. They will have 
an annual income of close to a billion dol¬ 
lars. Florida stands to benefit by this, if we 
lay our plans well, now. Studies to date 
indicate that about half of the industrial 
workers in the East and Mid-West would 
like to retire to Florida. Now, we know 
that not all of those wanting to come to 
Florida can and will come. But, unques¬ 
tionably, Florida can get the vast majority 
of those who do move away from their old 
homes. 

We must guide this movement into chan¬ 
nels that will produce the greatest benefit 
to Florida. The Improvement Commission 
is studying the type housing and community 
life best suited for these senior citizens. It 
is studying the ways they traditionally have 
(Turn to Page 18) 
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Varied audiences during the past month have heard 
Florida’s road plans and problems discussed by Alfred 
McKethan, Road Department chairman. Citizens of the 
Tampa Bay area were informed of the road situation in 
that section of the State and of all Florida on several occa¬ 
sions during the three day “Hands and Spans Across the 
Bay” celebration in Pinellas County July 3, 4, and 5, the 
main feature of which was the letting of contracts for the 
first unit of the Pinellas-Manatee Bridge over Lower 
Tampa Bay. Chairman McKethan was principal speaker 
at the dedication of the Belleair Beach Causeway July 4 
and also spoke at the contract-letting ceremony at A1 Lang 
Field July 5. 

Ocala Kiwanians were told of the responsibility lying 
with the citizens of Florida in programming Florida high¬ 
ways at a meeting on July 7. Mr. McKethan delivered the 
principal address at the meeting of the Rural Mail Carriers 
Association in Clearwater July 10. He told of the progress 
being made on the Secondary Road Program, which was 
initiated this year and includes much of the rural mail 
routes over which Florida’s 340 rural mail carriers travel 
18,026 miles daily. 

Representative of the information which Chairman Mc¬ 
Kethan, as spokesman for the State Road Department, is 
attempting to present to the citizens of the State is the 
following article reprinted from the July 21 edition of the 
Monticello News. Mr. McKethan addressed members of 
the Kiwanis Club of Monticello on July 19. 

“In one of the most thought provoking talks ever heard 
by local citizens, Alfred McKethan, chairman of the State 
Road Department, addressed the Kiwanis Club Wednes¬ 
day at its regular meeting. 

Mr. McKethan made no excuses for things that have not 
been done by his department, and made no glowing prom¬ 
ises as to what they will do in the future. He simply talked 
straight from the shoulder as one businessman to another, 
giving some pertinent and generally unknown facts about 
the problems of the Highway Board. 

He stated that the current budget of the Highway Board 
is only 79 million dollars, with 49 million being allocated 
for new construction, 14 million for repairs, and the bal¬ 
ance for previous commitments, salaries, expenses, depri- 
ciation and new equipment. 

Out of all taxes imposed on automobiles in this State 
37 percent of the receipts is used for purposes other than 
road building, such as schools, where the national average 
is only 6 percent. 


There are registered 800,000 automobiles in this State, 
but during last year over VA million cars and trucks from 
other states came into Florida, making the load now car¬ 
ried by the highways of the State at a level that had been 
estimated would not be reached until 1960. 

At present there are 1,434 wooden bridges on the high¬ 
ways of this State that need to be replaced by wider con¬ 
crete bridges, and there are over 1,200 concrete bridges 
that are narrower than the road at each end, thus consti¬ 
tuting a bad traffic hazard. It would take 60 million dol¬ 
lars to replace the wooden bridges, and over 50 million 
dollars to replace the narrow concrete bridges. 

At a recent advertised meeting of the highway board, at 
which it heard requests for roads from various counties, 
there were over 1,000 people present, consisting of State 
representatives, county commissioners and individuals, and 
the cost of the construction of the roads and bridges asked 
for at that one meeting was over 400 million dollars. 

Mr. McKethan said it was not the problem of the Road 
Department, nor of the Legislature as to the construction 
of new or better roads. It was simply a problem of the 
people themselves. If they wanted more or better roads, 
they would have to provide the means. Florida’s “Main- 
street”—U. S. Highway No. 1 from the Georgia line to 
Miami, was constructed to carry a maximum of 3,500 cars 
a day, but frequently during the tourist season it carries 
3 times that amount. The heaviest traveled road in the 
State is the highway from Tampa to Lakeland, and he 
stated that it was dangerous to even ride over that high¬ 
way because of the traffic, which is more than is consid¬ 
ered maximum for a 4-lane highway, and it is only a two- 
lane road. 

All of this is brought about by the rapid growth of the 
State, and the tremendous increase of its traffic. The big¬ 
gest need at present is on our secondary highways, which 
bring the rural people to the towns, the rural mail routes, 
and the school bus routes. Mr. McKethan invited every¬ 
body who is interested to visit his department at Tallahas¬ 
see, or to write and they will attempt to give the true pic¬ 
ture with all facts plainly and truthfully shown.” 


Abandonment—The owner of property that has been 
damaged may seek to “abandon” his property to the com¬ 
pany for the purpose of claiming a total loss. This is not 
allowed under the terms of the fire insurance policy. 

Actual Cash Value—Usually means the sum of money 
needed to replace the property destroyed, less wear and 
tear and depreciation for previous use. Many other fac¬ 
tors are involved in determining actual cash value; nature 
of the property, market value, and others. 

A comely colored girl had just been baptized in the 
river. As she came to the surface, she cried, “Bless de 
Lawd, I’se saved! Last night I was in de arms of satan, 
but tonight I’m in de arms of de Lawd.” 

“Sistuh,” came a baritone voice from the shore, “How 
is you fixed up for tomorrow ebening?” 
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Woodruff Dam Progresses 



A section of the Jim Woodruff Dam. 


Picture a mass of solid rock encompassing half a million 
cubic yards and weighing approximately one million tons. 
Erection of such a mammoth structure is now underway 
on the banks of the Apalachicola River. Over 550 men are 
working in three shifts around the clock to hasten the com¬ 
pletion of the mighty Jim Woodruff Dam, located on the 
Georgia-Florida line just below the junction of the Chatta¬ 
hoochee and Flint Rivers. This $43,000,000 project is but 
the first link in a long range program which will eventually 
provide a navigable waterway from the Gulf of Mexico to 
Atlanta. Plans call for construction of three other dam 
and power projects, the Upper Columbia Lock and Dam, 
the Fort Benning Lock and Dam, and the Buford Dam. 

The $132,000,000 proposed improvement of the Chatta- 
hoochee-Flint-Apalachicola River systems, providing both 
power and a navigable waterway, is expected to result in 
inestimable industrial development for Florida, Georgia, 
and Alabama. Necessary power as well as an inexpensive, 
convenient transportation route for raw materials will be 
available for new industry. The initial project, Woodruff 
Dam, is expected to be completed in December, 1953. 



The batch plant at the Jim Woodruff Dam project. 


Construction of the other dams and locks has not yet 
begun. 

In addition to producing hydroelectric power and pro¬ 
viding a nine-foot by one-hundred-foot channel up the 
Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers, the earth-concrete dam 
will serve as a means of controlling flood waters which are 
prevalent at certain times of the year in this section. 

The multiple-purpose Woodruff Dam, extending 6,130 
feet across the Apalachicola River, will create a 37,500- 
acre reservoir with a shoreline of 243 miles. This reservoir 
will extend 52 miles up the Chattahoochee River and 47 
miles up the Flint River. This man-made lake will afford 
excellent opportunity for development as a recreational 
area. Plans for boating, camping, fishing and other facili¬ 
ties will be prepared by the Army Corps of Engineers in 
cooperation with the States of Florida, Georgia, and Ala¬ 
bama; the National Park Service; U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service; and the U. S. Public Health Service. 



The locks that are under construction at Jim Woodruff Dam. 


Main features of the dam include a fixed-crest spillway 
1,634 feet in length, a controlled spillway 760 feet long, a 
navigation lock 82 feet wide by 450 feet long with a maxi¬ 
mum lift of 33 feet, an earth-fill dike 3,310 feet in length, 
and a powerhouse and switchyard. The powerhouse will 
contain three 10,000-kilowatt generating units capable of 
producing more than 200,000 kilowatt hours annually. 

The earth-fill portion of the project has been practically 
completed and work is now in progress on the fixed-crest 
spillway and the navigation lock. The contract has not 
yet been let on the last unit of the dam which includes the 
controlled spillway, the powerhouse, and the switchyard. 

Construction of the project is being supervised by the 
Army Corps of Engineers. Thomas L. Hightower is resi¬ 
dent engineer and E. C. Mardorf is office engineer. Ap¬ 
proximately 40 government employees round out the resi¬ 
dent engineer's staff. Perini, Walsh, Mills, and Blythe 
Brothers are the contractors of the portion of the dam now 
under construction. 
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Miami’s Publicity Paid Off... 



Night skyline picture of Miami , made from MacArthur causeway, was taken just as city lights were starting to come up. 


By Woody Kepner 
(Pictures by the City of Miami 
News Bureau) 

Where fishermen once dried their 
nets, panthers roamed at will and 
Seminole Indians lived in palm- 
thatched huts—giant hotels, luxurious 
parks, yacht basins and avenues 
fringed with stately royal palm trees 
have been transplanted to spell 
Miami, Florida. 

The transition only took 54 years as 
of July 28 when the city celebrated 
its birthday. 

Today Miami is the fastest growing 
city east of the Rockies and second 
in the entire United States. 

A tiny fishing village at the foot of 


Flagler Street and Biscayne Boule¬ 
vard, once comprised of 260 natives, 
today is the hub of a metropolitan re¬ 
sort area boasting approximately 
500,000 permanent residents. Its 
population has increased 87 percent 
since 1940. Assessed valuation of 
property is $1,045,071,482. 

In entertaining approximately 3,- 
000,000 persons annually—two thirds 
of which visit Miami between Decem¬ 
ber 1 and March 31—it is recognized 
as the leading winter vacation city of 
the world and fast gaining recognition 
as a place to spend the summer and 
get away from the heat. 

What one day served as a portion 
of the vast purple-shadowed, mysteri¬ 
ous Florida Everglades, and a hunting 


ground for the colorful Seminole In¬ 
dian tribe, today is busy Miami Inter¬ 
national Airport which leads all others 
in international travel. It serves as 
the air gateway of the Americas. 
Thirty eight percent of all interna¬ 
tional travelers passed through this 
airport during 1949. Overseas air 
cargoes during the first six months of 
1949 were 17 million pounds or more 
than double the total for New York’s 
Idle wild and La Guardia airports. 

Tall evergreen trees and tropical 
mangroves populated downtown Mi¬ 
ami which 54 years ago could boast of 
nothing more than foot paths of dazz¬ 
ling white sand, with an occasional 
nondescript structure built by early 
settlers. Now, retail sales from mod- 
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Flagler Street, 1913—Street employees of the City of Miami pictured working on 
Flagler Street in 1913. Early pioneers, still living, recognize the “man about town ’ 
in the buggy as the late John D. Godman, active pioneer in Miami’s early days. Today, 
this same street is Miami’s main shopping section. In 1949 retail sales from department 
stores in this area totaled more than $550,000,000. (Check contrast picture of Flagler 
Street today.) 


ern department stores located in that 
same vicinity of Flagler Street and 
Biscayne Boulevard, for 1949, totaled 
$550,000,000 according to the City of 
Miami’s research department. 

The tourist industry, the city’s lead¬ 
ing source of revenue, is worth $260,- 
000,000 annually to businessmen. Win¬ 
ter sun-seekers and persons seeking 
sea-cooled summers from America’s 
48 states, 20 Latin American republics 
and Canada have made that possible. 

The booming building industry fol¬ 
lows in second place at a $200,000,000 
a year revenue producer. Aviation is 
third with $105,000,000 and the 
marine industry fourth at $50,000,000. 
Other large industries are sports fish¬ 
ing worth $26,000,000 annually and 
the growing fashion industry at about 
$22,000,000. 

Remember, this phenomenal 
growth of Miami has all happened in 
54 years, yet few realize, if any, that 
a mixture of publicity gags featuring 
pretty girls and climate, concocted by 
publicity men, is largely responsible 
for converting a fishing village into 
the southernmost metropolis of the 
United States. 


It’s true that the 20th century’s 
revolutionary advances in transporta¬ 
tion, communications, manufacturing 
and building all have contributed to 


Miami’s growth. But first it was 
necessary that the nation learn of 
Miami and keep learning about it, and 
that was and still is made possible 
through publicity. 

Today, it is crowding long estab¬ 
lished cities like New York, Chicago, 
Detroit, Pittsburgh and St. Louis for 
headlines in the news in all phases of 
everyday existence. 

Miami has taken the shock of two 
bursting land booms. It was spun 
dizzily by a 1926 hurricane that de¬ 
stroyed 2,0(X) homes and damaged 
3,000 more. It felt the sharp thrust 
in its side of bank failures and a 
shaky national credit structure. Dur¬ 
ing World War II most of its 550 
hotels and many of its 2,700 restau¬ 
rants were taken over by the armed 
forces, again completely stopping all 
resort trade, the city’s main artery of 
revenue. 

But Miami always has snapped back 
and each time stronger. Each time 
the job of “carrying the ball” has been 
given to press agents, publicity men or 
public relations consultants. 

Miami’s first known press agent was 
Mrs. Julia D. Tuttle of Cleveland, 
Ohio, a settler in the fishing village 
in the early 1890’s. Legend has it that 
Mrs. Tuttle moved to southeastern 


Flagler Street in downtown Miami is the city’s main shopping district. It runs east 
and west. 
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Dade County Courthouse, which also 
houses the city’s government offices, is 
the tallest building south of Baltimore. 
Five top floors in the building are used 
as a jail for city and federal prisoners. 

Florida to escape the cold winds, ice 
and snow of Ohio. She was extreme¬ 
ly interested in this site that knew no 
snow, pioneers recall, but she did miss 
the glitter offered by large cities. Mrs. 
Tuttle started a one-person campaign 
to tell others about south Florida in 
an effort to develop what later be¬ 
came Miami. 

The story goes that industrialist 
Henry Flagler, one of the nation's 
first oil tycoons, had fallen victim to 
the beauty of north Florida and paid 
$2,000,000, then a fabulous sum, for 
construction of a hotel in St. Augus¬ 
tine. To bring guests to his hotel, he 
purchased a small railroad line from 
Jacksonville, later extended to Palm 
Beach. 

Mrs. Tuttle, according to pioneers, 
knew all efforts to develop Miami 
would fail until that railroad came 
clanging into town. She wrote Flag¬ 
ler glowing letters describing south 
Florida’s unparalleled advantages. 
Twice she visited him in Jacksonville. 
Flagler wasn’t interested. 

Then a killing frost struck north 
Florida. Citrus growers and truck 
farmers were ruined. Flagler’s for¬ 
tune itself was at stake. If more of 
these frosts were to occur, his railroad 
and hotel would perish. 

It was at this time Mrs. Tuttle sent 
Flagler freshly cut orange blossoms 
in full bloom, signifying Miami knew 


no frost. That is believed to be the 
first sign of press agentry ever used 
in developing Miami. 

And it was successful. Flagler ex¬ 
tended his railroad to Miami and it 
came clanging into town April 15, 
1896. That was the start of Miami. 
On July 28, 1896, Miami was incorpo¬ 
rated. 

During those early days of Miami’s 
existence, pioneer settlers virtually 
“passed the hat” to raise money for 
publicizing the city. Under the guid¬ 
ance of the late Mayor Everett George 
Sewell, money was invested in news¬ 
paper advertising in northern cities 
with the theme “Continue Summer in 
Miami in Winter.” People by the hun¬ 
dreds flocked to Miami to see for 
themselves if it were true that such a 
climate existed in these United States. 
Some of them stayed permanently. 
Population reached 80,000 by 1914. 

Under Sewell’s leadership Miami’s 
advertising promotion from 1915 to 
1924 yielded more than $250,000,000 
in business and development. Popu¬ 
lation jumped to 131,000. 

The municipal government began 
to finance publicity in 1924, contri¬ 
buting $234,000. In ten years popula¬ 
tion soared to 250,000. In 1935 a spe¬ 
cial millage for publicity was estab¬ 


lished by law. Through 1944 pub¬ 
licity contracts were let to New York 
agencies, but only in winter months. 
However, publicity was handled 
smartly because in 1945 Miami 
boasted a year-round population of 
385,000 persons. 

In the fall of 1945, following World 
War II, the city launched its greatest 
publicity campaign in history. Under 
the direction of Joseph W. Power, 
then director of publicity, a year- 
round News Bureau was established 
for the purpose of telling the “Miami 
story” to the world. Writers and 
photographers were hired on a 12- 
month basis and today that bureau 
has a 12-man staff. 

During 1949 the News Bureau 
turned out more than 2,500 stories 
for newspapers and magazines illu¬ 
strated by more than 10,000 photo¬ 
graphs. Members assisted in making 
numerous newsreels plus preparing 
innumerable brochures and pieces for 
trade journals. Hundreds of stories 
are translated into Spanish and mailed 
to newspapers throughout Latin 
America, particularly during the sum¬ 
mer when a great deal of Miami’s 
tourists come from that vicinity. 

The News Bureau has been concen¬ 
trating on industrial copy during the 



Dallas Park hotel section, is site of Miami s oldest hotels. Thai’s the Miami River in 
the foreground. 
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Miami’s first swimming pool was located in Henry Flagler’s Royal Palm Hotel, originally 
* located in the Dallas Park hotel section. This picture was taken in 1898. 


last year in an effort to attract light 
industry to Miami. More than 850 
industries already are located in the 
area. The value of products manu¬ 
factured in Miami during 1949 in¬ 
creased 503 percent over figures of 
1939. 

Theory of City Manager O. P. Hart 
and Mayor William M. Wolfarth in 
attracting light industry to the city is 
to provide additional employment for 
the ever-increasing population, there¬ 
by providing a more stable year-round 
economy and not having to depend so 
much on the tourist dollar. 

Since 1947 Miami has been going 
after conventions which also are a 
revenue producer for the city. Last 
year the city entertained 61 conven¬ 
tions which returned $5,733,500 to 
Miami businessmen. 

Among the largest conventions held 
in Miami have been the American 
Legion, 75,000, in 1948; Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, 35,000, 1949; Kiwanis 
International, 12,000, 1950 and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, 15,000 in 1950. The Legion is 
returning to Miami in 1951 and the 
National Shrine is booked for 1952. 
The Shrine attracts about 50,000 per¬ 
sons. 


To accommodate these conventions 
and others, Miami has spent $1,200,- 
000 to enlarge its 3,500-seat Bayfront 
Park auditorium and 10,000-seat Din¬ 
ner Key Exposition building. 

Continuing on a program for a 
more cultural Miami, the city now is 
building a $1,000,000 library in Bay- 
front Park plus an $80,000 bandshell 
not more than 100 yards from the 
library. 

Plans for a $100,000,000 Pan Ameri¬ 
can Trade Mart were disclosed in May 
which certainly will further cement 
Miami's relations with Latin America. 
The mart, which has the support of 
the states of Georgia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Florida will be 
built with federal funds, according to 
Dr. W. H. Walker, immediate past 
president of the Miami Chamber of 
Commerce. Purpose of the mart will 
be to exhibit merchandise of manufac¬ 
turers in the United States as well as 
products from the Latin nations. 

Plans now are afoot for a $16,000,- 
000 sewage disposal plant, a $2,600,- 
000 garbage fermentation project, 
community recreation houses to cost 
$1,252,000 plus a $1,850,000 sidewalk 
project and $700,000 worth of new 
streets. 


So Miami, often referred to as the 
“Magic City,” is continuing to go for¬ 
ward with researchers from the South¬ 
ern Bell Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, the Florida Power and 
Light Company and the City of Miami 
predicting that Greater Miami's popu¬ 
lation will total 650,000 in six more 
years and more than 800,000 by 1966. 

Strengthening the belief that Miami 
will continue to go forward is the fact 
that the Miami Herald led all news¬ 
papers in the United States in total 
amount of advertising for the first 
three months of 1950, outranking Mil¬ 
waukee, Chicago, Los Angeles, Wash¬ 
ington, Philadelphia, New York, Balti¬ 
more and Detroit in that order. 

Still another example that the city 
is fast progressing is that bank debits 
for the area in 1949 totaled $4,087,- 
140,312 compared to $1,130,500,000 in 
1940. 

Climate has played the biggest part 
in attracting people to Miami accord¬ 
ing to surveys by the University of 
Miami (12,000 students) and the city's 
research department. Figures in the 
United States Weather Bureau indi¬ 
cate average winter temperatures are 
71 degrees while figures for summer 
are 79.2. There never has been a re¬ 
ported case of heat prostration in 
Miami's history. 

Dr. J. Riley Staats, professor in 
geography at the University of Miami, 
claims that Miami's climate is 
matched on less than one percent of 
the earth's surface. The professor 
(Turn to Page 35) 



Home of Julia D. Tuttle, Miami pioneer 
who contributed most to the growth of 
Miami and often recognized as Miami’s 
first press agent. The house was origi¬ 
nally built in 1849 to house army offi¬ 
cers stationed in what now is Miami 
during the early wars with the Seminole 
Indians. 
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Hands and Spans Across The Bay. 



Mrs. Alfred A. McKethan cuts the ribbon to open the new Belleair Beach Causeway. 
Chairman Alfred McKethan looks on (far right). 


Roads and bridges—past, present, 
and future—might well have been the 
theme of the gala three day celebra¬ 
tion held in Pinellas County July 3, 4, 
and 5. Officials and personnel of the 
State Road Department, as well as 
other State, county, and city officials 
and other local citizens, representing 
five counties in the Tampa Bay area, 
gathered to witness the festive events. 
Residents and officials of Pinellas, 
Pasco, Manatee, Hillsborough, and 
Sarasota Counties cooperated in plan¬ 
ning and producing the second annual 
“Hands and Spans Across the Bay” 
program. 

Letting of contracts at a public 
meeting July 5 at A1 Lang Field in St. 
Petersburg for the first unit of the 
Pinellas-Manatee Bridge over Lower 
Tampa Bay climaxed the program. 
Following a talk by Alfred A. Mc¬ 
Kethan, chairman of the State Road 
Department, and his announcement 
of the apparent low bidders on two 
phases of the $20,000,000 project, Gov¬ 
ernor Fuller Warren delivered the 
principal address of the evening. He 
spoke of the Pinellas-Manatee Bridge 
as a “milestone in the development of 
the Tampa Bay area, and of the entire 
State, for the bridge will provide a 


direct link in the highway system 
along the west coast connecting one 
end of Florida to the other.” 

Citing the tremendous amount of 
money being invested in the improve¬ 
ment and construction of Florida high¬ 
ways, the Governor stated, “This in¬ 
vestment will touch, and enrich, the 
lives of every one of us, and the lives 
of generations to come.” 

Performance, not promises, is the 
motto of the State Road Department, 
and of the present Administration as a 
whole, the Governor said. He empha¬ 
sized the precaution the Road Depart¬ 
ment is using in an effort to provide 
safer highways, including the erection 
of new speed signs, the widening of 
roads, bridges, and rights-of-way, and 
the construction of walkways on many 
bridges. 

Plans for the Pinellas-Manatee 
Bridge include an overall length of 
thirteen miles with seven concrete and 
steel bridges. Bids received at A1 
Lang Field were on four and a half 
miles of filled causeway and two 
bridges which will bisect the cause¬ 
way. Apparent low bidders on the 
two projects were, for the causeway, 
Atlantic Dredging and Construction 
Company, Satsuma, Florida, with a 


bid of $338,200, and, for the bridges, 
the Hendry Corporation, Rattlesnake, 
Florida, with a bid of $838,940. 

Senator Henry S. Baynard intro¬ 
duced the Governor and Bill Daven¬ 
port, St. Petersburg Chamber of Com¬ 
merce secretary, was master of cere¬ 
monies. Following the program the 
Governor and other State officials ex¬ 
hibited their ball-playing skills. Play¬ 
ers included Governor Warren, pitch¬ 
er; Chairman McKethan, at bat; Wal¬ 
ter Keyes, secretary of the Florida 
State Improvement Commission, 
catcher; and Frank M. Harris, chair¬ 
man of the Board of Control, umpire. 
After the exhibition a free ball game 
between the St. Petersburg and Miami 
teams was played. 

Highlight of the Fourth of July pro¬ 
gram was the dedication of the 
$1,250,000 Belleair Beach Causeway, 
which connects the mainland at Largo 
with Belleair Beach and the Gulf 
Beach Highway which extends to the 
tip of Pass-a-Grille. Mrs. Alfred Mc¬ 
Kethan, wife of the Road Department 
Chairman, who was the principal 
speaker at the dedication ceremony, 
clipped the white ribbon, officially 
opening the span. 

Projects such as the Belleair Bridge, 
to which he referred as a symbol of 
the great progress taking place all 
over Florida, are not accidents, Chair¬ 
man McKethan said. “They are an 
accomplishment of planning, vision, 
experience, and hard work—a combi¬ 
nation of them all,” he said. 

Tribute was paid by Mr. McKethan 
to the Pinellas County Commissioners, 
engineers and other members of the 
State Road Department, contractors, 
and all others who had a part in the 
planning and construction of the 
project. Particularly did he praise 
Courtney Campbell, former Road 
Board member from that District, for 
his efforts in making the bridge a 
reality. 

The ceremony also included the tra¬ 
ditional Fourth of July fireworks, jet 
plane maneuvers, and a sea rescue 
demonstration by the St. Petersburg 
Coast Guard Air Station. 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
State Road Board was held at the 
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Dedication ceremonies at Belleair Beach 


Clearwater Municipal Auditorium 
July 3. Delegations from several 
counties appeared before the Board to 
discuss and make requests concerning 
road matters. 

Reports were presented to the 
Board by Frank Giles, personnel di¬ 
rector, and Wilbur Overstreet, ad¬ 
ministrative assistant to the State 
highway engineer. Mr. Giles reported 
on the recently completed organiza¬ 
tion of the Origin and Destination 
Survey of the Greater Miami area. 
The program, for which the best 
qualified personnel have been se¬ 
lected, was scheduled to start July 6, 

County Activities and 

During the fiscal year just ended 
Florida County Commissions appro¬ 
priated $381,643 for advertising, ac¬ 
cording to a Florida State Chamber of 
Commerce survey. Of this total the 
county commissions themselves spent 
$230,299 and $106,319 was turned 
over by them to local chambers of 
commerce. Junior chambers of com¬ 
merce received $2,500 from the coun¬ 
ty commissions in the State. 

The Leon County Commission, in a 
resolution passed July 7, declared its 
intention to deed 135 acres of land to 
the State Tuberculosis Board for the 
construction of a tuberculosis hospital 
in Tallahassee. The acreage, which 
the county recently bought for $34,- 
000, is located between the Miccosu- 
kee Road and the Jacksonville high¬ 
way, a short distance from the Talla¬ 
hassee Memorial Hospital. 

The resolution provides that the 
land will revert to the county if the 
hospital is not constructed or is aban¬ 
doned for more than one year. Com¬ 
missioners said that they had been 


he said, and the estimated completion 
time is from ten to twelve months. 

Mr. Overstreet, who had just re¬ 
turned from visits to highway depart¬ 
ments of several states, reported on 
the highway organization of North 
Carolina. The State is divided into 
eleven districts, and 65,000 miles of 
roads are State maintained, he said. 
Revenue for highways in North Caro¬ 
lina, which is approximately $75,000,- 
000 annually, is derived from a seven 
cent gasoline tax and other motor 
vehicle imposts, all of which are allo¬ 
cated for highway use, he reported. 
A recent $200,000,000 bond issue is to 
be spent over a three year period for 
paving 20,000 miles of secondary 
roads and about $40,000,000 of this 
sum has been committed this year, 
he said. 

On the morning of July 5 at the 
Municipal Auditorium bids totaling 
over $1,300,000 were received on 
eleven projects located all over the 
State. Of major interest to the Tampa 
Bay area was the receiving of bids for 
construction of a cutoff from Oldsmar 
to a point south of Tarpon Springs, 
which will provide a direct route from 

Personalities 

assured that construction of the hos¬ 
pital would start almost immediately. 

Suwannee County Commissioners 
have approved a resolution adopted 
by the Town Council of Branford 
whereby property on which Branford 
Springs are located will be con¬ 
demned for the purpose of establish¬ 
ing a public park on the site. The 
county commission has also placed a 
fund of $1,500 in the 1950-1951 county 
budget to be used in developing the 
area into a park. Use of county equip¬ 
ment for this purpose was also 
pledged. 

Okaloosa County Commissioners 
have advertised for the lease and de¬ 
velopment of an 875-acre tract of land, 
which includes approximately three 
miles of Gulf beach on Santa Rosa 
Island south of Fort Walton, which 
was turned over to Okaloosa County 
recently by the federal government. 
The county paid the government $4,- 
000 to complete the transaction. 

Use of the property is restricted by 



Belleair Beach Causeway. 

Tampa to the Gulf Coast Highway 
and from Dunedin and Tarpon 
Springs to Tampa. 

Members of the Road Department 
and other State officials were enter¬ 
tained at several social functions dur¬ 
ing the celebration. The Pinellas 
County Commissioners, the City of 
Clearwater, and the Clearwater 
Chamber of Commerce were joint 
hosts at a banquet at the Clearwater 
Yacht Club July 3. The City of St. 
Petersburg and the St. Petersburg 
Chamber of Commerce gave a buffet 
supper at the St. Petersburg Yacht 
Club preceding the ceremony at A1 
Lang Field. 

the terms of the transfer to public 
recreation purposes only and the title 
must remain with the county. These 
terms do not prohibit the leasing of 
the land for public recreational de¬ 
velopment which remain subject to 
regulation by Okaloosa County. 

Broward County Commissioners to¬ 
gether with other county and city offi¬ 
cials participated in ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies which marked the opening 
of Southeast Second Avenue in 
Dania recently. The street opens up 
a new section of the city and also pro¬ 
vides a route to South Broward high 
school other than the heavily traveled 
Federal highway. 

The ribbon, placed across the road 
where the street meets the Hollywood 
city limits, was cut by County Com¬ 
missioner Tony Salvino of Davie. 
Others taking part in the ceremony 
included Mayor Felix L. Williams and 
Commissioners W. P. Brook, Frank 
Adler, and Mike Wall of Dania; Coun¬ 
ty Tax Assessor L. O. Hansen; and 
Hollywood Commissioners Earl Waltz 
and Richard Massey. 
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State Constitution Convention Monument 



State Constitution Convention Monument, U. S. Highway 98, 
at Port St. Joe, commemorates the assembly of the first Consti¬ 
tutional Convention of the State in 1838 and the birth of the 
State of Florida. (Photo by William Z. Harmon.) 

By Dorothy Dodd 

Archivist, Florida State Library 

(Editors Note: State Constitution Convention Monu¬ 
ment is one of the numerous historic sites and monuments 
which were placed under the jurisdiction of the Florida 
Board of Parks and Historic Memorials, a State agency, 
on July 1, 1949.) 

The first of Florida’s five constitutions was written at 
St. Joseph by a convention that met December 3, 1838, and 
finished its work January 11, 1839. The territorial Legisla¬ 
tive Council called the convention without Congressional 
authorization after a referendum election in 1837 showed 
a substantial territory-wide majority in favor of statehood. 
But the vote indicated a pronounced sectionalism that was 
to play an important part in the framing and ratification 
of the constitution. 

Although Florida had been an American territory only 
since 1821, many Floridians, especially those living in pros¬ 
perous Middle Florida, had long favored a change in 
status from territory to state. They believed that the peo¬ 
ple ought to have greater control over their government 
than was possible in a system in which the President of the 
United States appointed the governor and other important 
officers, and Congress had the right to annul the acts of 
the Legislative Council elected by the people. 

On the other hand, a large minority in East and West 
Florida, the poorer sections of the territory, opposed state¬ 
hood because of its cost. The United States paid the ex¬ 
penses of the territorial government and they thought that 
Florida was too poor to assume the financial burden of a 
state government. They felt, too, that the economic in¬ 
terests of their sections would be better served by a sepa¬ 
ration from Middle Florida than by entering into a state 
government dominated by that section. Many East Flori¬ 


dians wanted Florida divided at the Suwannee River into 
two territories, while in West Florida there was consider¬ 
able sentiment in favor of the annexation to Alabama of 
that part of Florida lying west of the Apalachicola River. 

The selection of St. Joseph over Tallahassee, the terri¬ 
torial capital, as the meeting place of the convention was 
due partly to the antagonism of East Florida toward 
Middle Florida and partly to the efforts of the town’s pro¬ 
moters. St. Joseph had been founded barely three years 
before as a rival of Apalachicola for the cotton trade of 
the Apalachicola River system. Skillfully promoted, it 
boasted a short railroad, a newspaper, and a bank, and 
was experiencing the false prosperity of a boom town. But 
this prosperity was to prove short-lived. With no real 
economic reason for its existence, St. Joseph was unable to 
survive a deadly yellow fever epidemic in 1841 and de¬ 
structive hurricanes in 1841 and 1844. Within a decade 
it became a deserted village, of which nothing remained 
but the cemetery. 

St. Joseph had no premonition of its fate as it prepared 
for the reception of the convention. Several new hotels 
and boarding houses were built for the accommodation of 
delegates and visitors and a large building was erected for 
use as a convention hall. No picture—not even a descrip¬ 
tion—of this historic structure has come down to us, and 
even its exact site is unknown. We do know that its walls 
were hung with portraits of American statesmen, a picture 
of George Washington being placed above the president’s 
chair. 

Robert Raymond Reid, of St. Augustine, was elected 
president of the convention, which convened at noon on 
December 3, 1838. Of the fifty-six delegates, forty-six 
were present and all but three of the absentees took their 
seats later. By diligent labor the delegates devised a 
framework for the government of the future state of 
Florida in thirty-four working days, including Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. The harmony of the proceedings 
was marred almost to the point of disrupting the conven¬ 
tion by bitter controversy over the territorial banks, in¬ 
solvent since the Panic of 1837, whose bonds had been 
guaranteed by the territory. Agreement on this thorny 
subject was finally reached after the convention voted to 
submit the constitution to the people for ratification. 

Some of the more enthusiastic advocates of statehood 
wanted to provide for the organization of a state govern¬ 
ment without awaiting the assent of Congress. They 
feared that the practice of admitting Northern and South¬ 
ern states in pairs, begun with the admission of Maine and 
Missouri, would indefinitely postpone statehood for Flor¬ 
ida since no Northern territory was then seeking admis¬ 
sion. But calmer counsels prevailed and it was decided to 
organize a state government only after Congress should 
have passed an act of admission. 

At last, on the morning of January 11, the constitution 
was ready for final passage. After the document had been 
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read, the president put the question, “Shall this be the 
Constitution of Florida?” The ayes and nays being called 
for, the vote was, Ayes—55, Nays—1. The lonely “nay” 
was cast by Richard Fitzpatrick in protest of the banking 
provisions, but twelve affirmative votes were cast by 
proxy for members who had been excused or had left 
without permission. The president then rose and said, 
T solemnly proclaim and declare, this to be the Constitu¬ 
tion of the State of Florida.” At the afternoon session, the 
forty-one members present signed the constitution and the 
convention adjourned. 

On the same day the convention addressed to Congress 
the formal application of the people of Florida for admis¬ 
sion into the Union. Congress, concerned only with main¬ 
taining the balance between slave and free states, ignored 
the application. Even had it been disposed to meet the 
wishes of the people of Florida, the popular vote on the 
constitution might well have made it hesitate. 

The vote in the referendum election on May 6, 1839, 
was so close that for a time it was thought that the consti¬ 
tution had been rejected. Many advocates of statehood, 
especially in Middle Florida, were offended by the bank¬ 
ing provisions, while in East and West Florida it was felt 
that a vote for the constitution was a vote for statehood. 
Robert Raymond Reid, as president of the convention, pro¬ 
claimed the ratification of the constitution on October 21, 
but without stating the majority in its favor. Nearly two 
years later, when governor, he made public the returns, 
which showed a majority of only 119 votes for ratification. 

For the next six years Florida was in political turmoil. 
Innumerable public meetings were held for statehood, 
against statehood, for division; and the Legislative Council 
memorialized Congress successively in favor of immediate 
admission, of indefinite postponement of Florida’s applica¬ 
tion, and of division into two territories. The question 
was finally resolved by the formation of a constitution by 
the territory of Iowa. Without waiting for a renewal of 
Florida’s request for admission, Congress passed an act 
admitting Florida and Iowa. 

The St. Joseph Constitution became the organic law of 
Florida when she entered the Union on March 3, 1845, as 
the twenty-seventh state. It remained in effect until 
Florida’s secession on January 10, 1861, necessitated the 
writing of a new constitution which was signed April 27, 
1861. 
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Florida Receives Liberty Bell . . . 



Florida s replica of the Liberty Bell. Scout Willard Gatlin, 
Troop 104, Tallahassee, looks at the bell in front of the Capitol. 


At a presentation ceremony July 6 the people of Florida 
received a replica of the hallowed Liberty Bell, the cam¬ 
paign symbol of the United States Savings Bond Inde¬ 
pendence Drive held from May 15 through July 4. The 
bell was presented by Victor H. Northcutt, chairman of 
the Savings Bond advisory committee of Florida, in behalf 
of Secretary of the Treasury John W. Snyder. Speaking 
for the citizens of the State, Governor Fuller Warren ac¬ 
cepted the bell, commenting upon the symbolic appeal 
it holds for all Americans. The Governor said, “Through 
this replica . . . countless Americans who will never get to 
Philadelphia to see the original can stand before a faith¬ 
ful copy of the old Bell and be inspired to be better 
Americans.” 

Senator Leroy Collins of Tallahassee, who was master 
of ceremonies, told the history of the Liberty Bell and 
the invocation was given by the Rev. C. M. Cotton, pastor 
of the Trinity Methodist Church and chairman of the 
Tallahassee Ministerial Association. The Eglin Field band 
played several selections, and concluding the ceremony 
the audience sang “America.” As the song ended Gov¬ 
ernor Warren tolled the bell. 

In accepting the Bell Governor Warren stated, “When 
we hear it today, let us resolve never to forget what it 
means to us: freedom—independence—the dignity of man- 
equal rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
Let us pray that a thousand years from today our posterity 
will be standing before these bells, breathing the air of 
freedom in a world that shares the blessings of freedom 
and peace with them.” 

Down through the years of our nation’s history the 
Liberty Bell has been a symbol of the freedom in which 
Americans believe. Its tones, at times muffled and rever¬ 
ent, at times clear and jubilant, have pealed forth pro¬ 
claiming liberty for nearly two hundred years in fulfill¬ 
ment of the Biblical inscription placed upon it a quarter 


of a century before the signing of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence—“Proclaim liberty through* all the land and to 
all the inhabitants thereof.” (Levit. XXV: 10) (*sic) 

However, the present bell is not the original one cast 
in England in 1752. In reality, there have been four 
Liberty Bells, the third of which is the hallowed one rung 
in 1776. Three were cast and recast from the same metal 
and the fate of the fourth, which was ordered in 1754, is 
uncertain. It is believed that it was given to the Church 
of St. Augustine and lost in the destruction of that church 
by rioters in 1844. The first Bell, which was ordered by 
the Provincial Assembly of Pennsylvania in 1751, cracked 
as it was being hung. Two Philadelphia men, John Pass 
and Charles Stow, undertook to recast the Bell with the 
same metal. Their first recast bell was unsatisfactory, 
but the second attempt resulted in “Old Liberty” which 
is now on display in Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 

The Bell, which cracked in 1885 as it tolled in tribute 
as Chief Justice John Marshall’s cortege passed through 
Philadelphia, is no longer struck hard enough to sound 
more than symbolically for fear of further cracking it. In 
1846 the Council of Philadelphia decided to drill out the 
crack and to try to use the Bell in celebration of Wash¬ 
ington’s birthday. According to the Public Ledger it 
“gave out clear notes and loud . . . until noon, when ... a 
fracture in a zig-zag direction . . . put it completely out 
of tune and left it a wreck of its former self.” After this 
last crack there was talk of recasting the Bell, but since 
metal had already been melted and cast three times it was 
decided that another attempt might make it even more 
brittle. 

Several stories about the Bell, accepted as fact, are 
erroneous. Contrary to the prevalent belief, the voice of 
the Liberty Bell did not ring out proclaiming independence 
on July 4, 1776. It was not until July 8 that “Old Liberty” 
was heard, saluting the Declaration at a public reading of 
the document in the State House yard. The most popular 
legend concerning the Bell is also untrue. The dramatic 
tale first appeared in George Lippard’s Legends of the 
American Revolution, published in 1847. The author told 
of the old bell-ringer waiting in the State House steeple 
on that memorable Fourth of July for a signal from a little 
blue-eyed boy stationed in the doorway. When the 
Declaration was adopted, so the story goes, the child ran 
out “clapping his tiny hands” and shouting, “Ring! Ring!” 
This story was repeated almost word for word in Dr. 
Bernard J. Lossing’s Field Book of the Revolution a few 
years later, as though it were fact. Included in the 1871 
publication of Franklin Fifth Reader was an anonymous 
poem titled “Independence Hall, July 4, 1776,” which told 
the appealing story in verse. It was from this story, 
pretty, but false, that the Liberty Bell gained recognition 
for its part in the birth of American freedom. 

Several towns, including Allentown, Bethlehem, and 
Lancaster in Pennsylvania and Trenton, New Jersey, claim 
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to have given sanctuary to the Bell during the Revolution 
while the British occupied Philadelphia. One story is that 
it was sunk in the Delaware River for safekeeping. The 
known facts seem to indicate that Allentown served as 
haven for the Bell. On September 14, 1777, the Supreme 
Executive Council ordered Col. Benjamin Flower, a com¬ 
missary general of the military stores, to employ work¬ 
men “to take down the Bells of all public buildings in this 
City and convey them to a place of safety.” On September 
25 a bill was recorded for this work. The journal kept 
in the Moravian Brethren’s House of Bethlehem notes that 
on September 24 “The whole of the heavy baggage of the 
army, in a continuous train of 700 wagons . . .arrived 
under escort . . . The wagon in which was loaded the 
State House Bell broke down in the street and had to be 
unloaded.” In 1907 a bronze memorial tablet was placed 
in front of the Zion Reformed Church in Allentown, by 
order of the Pennsylvania Assembly and under the 
auspices of the Daughters of the American Revolution of 
the State, which states that, when the wagon broke down 
in Bethlehem, the Bell “was transferred to Frederick 
Lesser’s wagon and brought in safety to Allentown, Sep¬ 
tember 24, where it was placed beneath the floor of Zion 
Reformed Church and remained secreted nearly a year.” 

The Bell was returned to Philadelphia in June, 1778, 
and slipped into comparative obscurity for nearly seventy 
years. In 1828 the venerated relic, apparently through a 
contractor’s oversight, escaped a fate as scrap metal. In 
that year the city let contracts for a new steeple, clock, 
and bell in Independence Hall and allowed itself $400 
credit for the Bell as scrap metal. However, for some 
unrecorded reason the contractor left the Bell in the 
upper tower. 

The Bell was first displayed in the Declaration Cham¬ 
ber of the Hall in 1846, according to the booklet on the 
Bell provided for visitors to its shrine. However, Dr. 
Bernard Lossing wrote of climbing to the tower to see it 
a few years later. It was positively in the Declaration 
Chamber in 1852 when delegates from the original thir¬ 
teen states met there to discuss erecting a memorial to the 
Declaration of Independence in the Square, a project 
which was never carried out. 

In 1854 the Bell was placed on a thirteen-sided pedestal 
and surmounted by a stuffed eagle with outspread wings. 
After the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876, at 
which the Bell was a stellar attraction, it was placed at a 
window and later suspended by a chain of thirteen links 


in the clerestory. Around 1895 it was placed in a glass 
case on its old wooden yoke, supported between two wish¬ 
bone-shaped bronze standards. Later it was moved back 
to the vestibule at the base of the tower. The showcase 
was removed in 1915 so that visitors might touch the Bell, 
and thus it is displayed today. 

“Old Liberty” has been exhibited all over the nation, 
but since 1917, when it appeared in the First Liberty Loan 
parade in Philadelphia, it has remained enshrined in In¬ 
dependence Hall. The first display of the Liberty Bell 
outside of the Hall was in 1885 at the World’s Industrial 
and Cotton Exposition at New Orleans. In 1893 it ap¬ 
peared in Chicago at the World’s Columbian Exposition 
and two years later was one of the main attractions at the 
Cotton States and Atlantic Exposition in Atlanta. The Bell 
was displayed in Charleston at the Interstate and West 
Indian Exposition in 1902 and the following year travelled 
to Boston for the one hundred and twenty-eighth anniver¬ 
sary of the Battle of Bunker Hill. The next year the 
Liberty Bell was taken to St. Louis for the Louisiana Pur¬ 
chase Exposition. In 1915 the relic made its last long 
journey—to San Francisco for the Panama-Pacific Exposi¬ 
tion. 

The sound of the Bell was first broadcast to herald the 
opening of the Sesquicentennial Exposition year at Phila¬ 
delphia, when the wife of the mayor of that city tapped 
out 1-9-2-6 with a rubber mallet at midnight on that 
New Year’s Eve. The Bell signaled the invasion of Nor¬ 
mandy over the air waves on D-Day, June 6, 1944, but that 
broadcast was from a recording made in 1915 when the 
Bell tolled in honor of the opening of transcontinental 
telephone service. 

The replica of the Liberty Bell which has been pre¬ 
sented to Florida is one of fifty-three cast in France this 
year. These bells have been displayed in some 2,000 
cities throughout the country during the recent Savings 
Bond Independence Drive. The cost of these Bells was 
donated by six American copper companies, The Anaconda 
Copper Mining Company, Kennecott Copper Company, 
Phelps-Dodge Corporation, American Smelting and Refin¬ 
ing Company, The American Metal Company, Ltd., and 
Miami Copper Company. The stays and other hardware 
used in mounting the replicas were furnished by U. S. 
Steel Corporation’s American Bridge Company and the 
red, white, and blue flat bed trucks on which the Bells 
were transported were supplied by the Ford Motor Com¬ 
pany. 



J. E. CHURCHWELL, Realtor 

REAL ESTATE — GENERAL INSURANCE 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 




A. R. COGSWELL 


‘SINCE 1M1” 


lue Prints 

33 WEST BAY ST. 


Photostat Prints 


TEL. 6-4271 


Engineering Supplies 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


When on vacation the writing and 
mailing of a postcard is an exhausting 
chore. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.-The City Works 
Board here approved one street light on the 
corner of an alley-way which will cost ap¬ 
proximately $44. For this low price, hun¬ 
dreds of women who walk past this alley on 
their way to and from P.T.A. meetings will 
receive adequate protection from night 
prowlers, The Street and Traffic Safety 
Lighting Bureau reports. 
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GOVERNOR S MESSAGE 

(Continued from Page 5) 
been attracted to Florida. It is studying 
the facilities and programs now carried on 
by our cities—notably, St. Petersburg—to en¬ 
tertain and serve these citizens who have 
passed the age of 65. 

The results of this work will be highly 
practical. By assessing the probable size of 
this market, the Improvement Commission 
will be able to forecast what it means in 
dollars and cents to the state. The Commis¬ 
sion will prepare plans for model small com¬ 
munities and neighborhoods, especially de¬ 
signed for older persons. These plans will 
be made available to private developers, to 
industrial firms and to labor unions who 
wish to sponsor retirement communities. 

A tremendous amount of data is being 
gathered by the Commission now. Within 
the next 60 days, we expect to come up with 
some practical conclusions and a program of 
positive action. In the meantime, we need 
the advice of leaders in business, the pro¬ 
fessions, labor unions and government units. 
That is why I propose to appoint, within the 
next few weeks, a State Council on Retire¬ 
ment, to work with and advise the Improve¬ 
ment Commission in the formulation of these 
plans to make Florida the home and haven 
of old folks. 

This brings me to another subject—the 
statewide Governor’s Highway Safety Con¬ 
ference to be held in Tampa on September 
28 and 29. Plans are shaping up nicely for 
the conference, and I am happy to announce 
that Mr. Carl Brorein, of Tampa, president 
of the Peninsular Telphone Company, has 
accepted my invitation to serve as its chair¬ 
man. 

Many of our civic leaders will hear from 
us directly on the conference, but right now 
I want to urge everyone who can to come to 
this meeting, because it is most important to 
the future of all of us. It is my hope that 
Florida’s officials and citizens, working in 
full partnership, can design at this confer¬ 
ence a blueprint for making our highways 
as safe as our backyards. This conference 
also will give our citizens the opportunity 
to organize themselves into the Florida Citi¬ 
zens’ Safety Council, as a strong supporting 
force for our officials in their accident pre¬ 
vention work. 

Yes, our long-range highway safety plans 
are going very well indeed. But while we 
have been mapping our strategy for the 
future, something else has happened—some¬ 
thing I want to talk about with frankness 
and candor. While we were mapping 
strategy for the future, our enemy—traffic 
accidents—has sneaked in through the back 
door. 

Florida highway deaths in the first five 
months of 1950 were up 56 percent over 
what they were at the same time last yedr. 
Unless we do something and do it quickly, 
we are going to see 500 or more of our citi¬ 
zens die on our highways before this year is 
out. THIS MUST NOT HAPPEN. 

To keep it from happening, I am making 


an appeal to our policemen, our judges, our 
prosecutors, our juries and our citizens. My 
appeal is this: 

First—I hope every police officer in the 
state—and that includes sheriffs, constables, 
city police and highway patrolmen—will 
vigorously seek out all persons who disregard 
our traffic laws. I hope they will bring all 
offenders to court, without exception. 

Secondly—I urge all judges, prosecutors 
and juries to deal strictly, as well as fairly, 
with all traffic law violators brought before 
them, without fear, favor or exception. 

Thirdly—I hope our judges will revoke 
the driver’s licenses of all and any motorists 
who repeatedly violate the traffic laws, again 
without exception. 


And fourthly—I ask all citizens to give 
close and continuing support to their police 
agencies and their courts in carrying out this 
job, which must be done. 

This approach to the job is simple. It is 
direct. It will save lives—perhaps yours or 
mine, perhaps the life of someone near and 
dear to us. 

The problem is especially critical in our 
smaller cities and rural areas. That is where 
most of the 1950 increase in traffic accidents 
is coming from. It is for that reason that 
directions recently went out to the Highway 
Patrol to redouble its law enforcement efforts 
—a campaign to which the Florida Sheriffs 
Association and the Florida Peace Officers 
Association pledged themselves during their 
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recent conventions in Orlando and St. Peters¬ 
burg. With such co-operation, I’m sure 
we’ll win the fight. 

Now, while we have been busy launching 
a frontal assault on the enemy of safety on 
the highways, we have not neglected prepa¬ 
rations for an attack on us by a very real and 
potential aggressor. This is the grave phase 
of my report, to which I referred at the be¬ 
ginning of my talk tonight. 

Weeks before the outbreak of the fighting 
in Korea, you will recall, I had begun plan¬ 
ning for a State Civilian Defense Council. 
As its director, I appointed one of the most 
able and best qualified men in the state— 
Colonel R. G. Howie. He took over the 
directorship only four weeks ago. 

Since that day, approximately one-half of 
our 67 counties have formed civilian defense 
councils, which is a gratifying response to 
Colonel Howie’s efforts. It also is a credit 
to those county leaders who recognize the 
implied threat to our security in the grim 
headlines from Korea. I urge those counties 
which have not set up civilian defense plans 
to hasten to do so. 

As you may have read in your newspaper, 
we plan to set up five defense regions, coin¬ 
ciding with the five State Road Department 
districts. These will be known as the Jack¬ 
sonville, Miami, Tampa, Orlando and Talla¬ 
hassee districts, and each will have a 
regional director. The first of these five 
regional directors already has been em¬ 
ployed, and a second director will be an¬ 
nounced within a few days. 

Our job is to conduct calm and deliberate 
planning, which will fit into the national 
pattern established by our defense and mili¬ 
tary leaders in Washington, D. C. 1 can 
assure you, at this time, that there is no occa¬ 
sion for alarm. Certainly, there is no occa¬ 
sion for mass hysteria. But we all know 
that an extensive and intelligently planned 
civilian defense organization would protect 
and save the lives of untold thousands should 
a foreign nation try to make a Pearl Harbor 
attack on our shores. 

Later this week, I expect to confer with 
Colonel Howie, who has been in Washington 
for several days. While there, he talked 


with the general staff of the Department of 
Defense and with officials of the National 
Security Resources Board. His object, of 
course, was to co-ordinate Florida’s security 
efforts with the plans of our national leaders. 

Colonel Howie also made a survey of 
surplus supplies and equipment of public 
works agencies to determine what could be 
made available to Florida in event of any 
emergency. In addition, Colonel Howie 
made a side trip to Chicago, to study that 
city’s preparedness program, which is con¬ 
sidered one of the most outstanding^ in the 
United States. 

Much of this information will be incorpo¬ 
rated in a bulletin which Colonel Howie 
plans to issue within a few days to all county 
and municipal civilian defense organizations. 
We also are planning to request them, in a 
formal letter, to prepare inventories for sub¬ 
mission to state headquarters of all local 
emergency resources, such as communica¬ 
tions, utilities, hospitals, doctors, blood banks 
and shelters. 

Preoccupied as we are, with all I have 
discussed with you tonight, we can not for¬ 
get that 6,000 miles away, across the Pacific 
Ocean, American soldiers are locked in 
mortal combat with the brutal battalions of 
Communism. The God-less hordes of this 
soul - shriveling philosophy — Communism — 
march relentlessly southward toward Pusan. 
We view with sickening dread the increasing 
danger that this ancient port may become 
another Dunkerque. 

Every passing day the soil of far-off Korea 


is reddened by the blood of American boys 
who were born to live—not die. Mourning 
moves into more and more American homes. 
Every wire from Washington is opened with 
anxiety and foreboding. 

We shrink from the developing danger 
that the Korean conflict may spread until it 
envelopes all the earth in a blood bath too 
horrible to contemplate. But there is a 
rising determination in America, and in all 
the free world, that the cruel monsters of 
the Kremlin must be stopped. There is a 
growing feeling that this must be done by 
any means at hand—even the hydrogen 
bomb. 

Under these circumstances, I do not think 
it inappropriate to conclude tonight’s report 
to the people with the words of a great war 
leader. And I turn to the prayer offered by 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, on the 
day our troops stormed the beaches of 
France, June 6, 1944: 

“They fight not for the lust of conquest. 
They fight to end conquest. They fight to 
liberate. They fight to let justice arise, and 
for tolerance and good-will among all Thy 
people . . . Help us, Almighty God, to re¬ 
dedicate ourselves to renewed faith in Thee 


in this hour of great sacrifice.” Amen. 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

MEETING HELD AT PANAMA CITY, JUNE 15-16, 1950 


Pursuant to agreement and announcement, 
tlie Members of the State Road Department 
of Florida met at Panama City, Florida, on 
the 15th day of June, 1950, for the purpose of 
considering and transacting all business com¬ 
ing before them at this time. All Members 
were present, as follows: Chairman A. A. 
McKethan, J. Glover Taylor, M. G. Nelson, 
Merrill P. Barber and T. P. Drake; R. M. 
Hartsfield, Secretary, John W. McWhirter 
and David V. Kerns, Attorneys, Sam P. Turn- 
bull, State Highway Engineer, W. A. Krat- 
zert, Engineer of Maintenance, and others of 
the Engineering Staff and Office Personnel 
asked to be present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE EAST 
THREE MEETINGS 

May 4, at Tallahassee; May 8-9, Pensacola; 
June 5, Tallahassee. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the minutes of the meetings held at 
Tallahassee on May 4, at Pensacola on May 
8 and 9, and at Tallahassee on June 5, were 
approved and ordered recorded. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates, 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects, and for the 
furnishing of certain materials and equip¬ 
ment, as hereinafter listed; and 
WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed, be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to wit: 

Construction 

Rids received Dec. 20, 1949 

Coggin & Deermont, F-017-2(2), 30, Gulf, 
$78,623.65. 

Bids received March 14, 1950 
W. L. Cobb Const. Co., S-269(l), 684, Mana¬ 
tee, $243,609.04. 

Bids received April 10 

Duval Eng. & Contr. Co., 7251-150, etc., 5 
& 104, etc., Duval, $157,390.07. 

Ewell Eng. & Contr. Co., 9375-114, S-809, 
Palm Beach, $348,950.80. 

Hubbard Const. Co., S-240(l), 530, Osceola, 
$180,839.51. 

J. D. Manly Const. Co., 2650-150, S-235, 
Alachua, $180,249.89. 


Bids received May 9, 1950 

W. M. Boozer Const. Co., 5353-150, S-162, 
Jackson, $13,352.82. 

Duval Eng. & Contr. Co., 3209-102, SFM, 
Hamilton, $23,805.31. 

A. B. Coveil, 6152-150, 284, Washington, 
$52,788.04. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 0651-150, S-661, 
Hardee, $14,238.64. 

Brinson Const. Co., 9306-112, A1A, Palm 
Beach, $64,337.81. 

Peterson & Earnhart, 5302-110, 10, Jackson, 
$5,373.40. 

Polk Const. Co., 9300-112, Co, Palm Beach, 
$16,629.14. 

B. B. McCormick & Sons, 7306-101, 304, 
Flagler, .$51,317.14. 

L. M. Whie, S-277(l), 47, Gilchrist-Colum- 
bia, $136,500.08. 

John Monaghan, Inc., FHP-14-C(2), 65, Lib¬ 
erty, $125,163.25. 

Fairchild & Carter Const., FG-032-l(l), 57, 
Jefferson, $86,031.46. 

Peterson & Earnhart, 5953-101, S-375, Wa¬ 
kulla, $54,234.80. 

A. F. Rich Co., F-022-2(7) & FG-022-2(8), 
50, Hernando, $256,750.87. 

W. H. Armston Co., Inc., 0951-150, 66, High¬ 
lands, $107,361.17. 

H. E. Wolfe Const. Co., F-030-l(l), A1A, 
St. Johns, $257,096.39. 

Materials, Etc. 

Bids received April 20, 1950 

Armco Dr. & Metal Products Co., corru¬ 
gated metal pipe as needed at the various 
job sites during calendar year ending Decem¬ 
ber 31, 1950. 

Tri-State Culvert & Mfg. Co., corrugated 
metal pipe as needed at the various job sites 
during calendar year ending December 31, 
1950. 

Bids received May 4 

The Texas Company, bituminous materials 
as needed at various job sites during calen¬ 
dar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Mexican Petroleum Co., bituminous mate¬ 
rials as needed at various job sites during 
calendar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Belcher Oil Co., bituminous materials as 
needed at various job sites during calendar 
year ending December 31, 1950. 

American Bituminals Co., bituminous ma¬ 
terials as needed at various job sites during 
calendar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Central Oil Emulsion Corp., bituminous 
materials as needed at various job sites dur¬ 
ing calendar year ending December 31, 1950. 

J. H. Dowling Company, bituminous ma¬ 


terials as needed at various job sites during 
calendar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Florida Industries Corp., bituminous ma¬ 
terials as needed at various job sites during 
calendar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Graybar Electric, Proj. 4810-105, electrical 
equipment and supplies, $6,384.92. 

Eppinger & Russell, Proj. 0105-104, treated 
timber and piling, $39,101.25. 

Bids received May 10 

Sherman Concrete Pipe Co., concrete pipe 
requirements at various job sites during cal¬ 
endar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Florida Concrete Pipe Co., concrete pipe 
requirements at varioups job sites during 
calendar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Lakeland Cement Co., concrete pipe re¬ 
quirements at various job sites during calen¬ 
dar year ending December 31, 1950. 

Associated Concrete Pipe Co., of Fla., con¬ 
crete pipe requirements at various job sites 
during calendar year ending December 31, 
1950. 

COUNTIES REQUESTED AND AUTHOR¬ 
IZED TO SECURE RIGHT OF WAY 

Routine resolutions requesting and author¬ 
izing the counties to acquire the necessary 
right of way were adopted covering the fol¬ 
lowing sections of road: 

Baker, S-127, 2751, from SR 10 in Sanderson 
N’ly. 

Collier, 45, 0301, from N. city limits Naples 
to Lee Co. line. 

Collier, 29, 0307, from Barron River in Ever¬ 
glades to Carnestown. 
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Columbia, S-240, 2954, from SR 47 in Colum¬ 
bia City E’ly to SR 25. 

Dade, 5, 8702, from Ave. “M” and Flagler 
Ave. in Homestead NE’ly. 

Gadsden, S-12-A, 5052, from Havana E 
city limits E’ly to SR 157. 

Gadsden, S-157, 5053, from SR S-12-A N’ly 
through Concord to SR 63 at Darcey. 

Hillsborough, 60, 1011, from 22nd St. at 
Franco Adamo Drive E’ly to SR 43-60. 

Hillsborough, 45, 1006, south of Alafia 

River—Station 977+00 to Sta. 959+82. 

Jefferson, 30, 5411, from Wakulla Co. line 
SE’ly to Taylor Co. line. 

Leon, 59, 5551, from Miccosukee N’ly and 
NE’ly to Georgia State line. 

Madison, S-255, 3551, from SR 10 in Lee 
N’ly. 

Okaloosa, 10, 5701, from point near Milligan 
Overpass NE’ly and E’ly through Crestview 
to point near Shoal River. 

Palm Beach, 702, 9351, from SR 809 E’ly 
along Fort Lonesome Road and SE’ly to in¬ 
tersection of 45th St. and Pinewood Ave. 

Palm Beach, S-812, 9353, from SR 809 E’ly 
to SR 9 in Lantana. 

Palm Beach, S-808, 9354, from point 2 mi. 
E of SR 7 E’ly. 

St. Lucie, A1A, 9451, from Causeway Ex- 
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tension in North Beach Subdiv. N’ly along 
Ocean Blvd. to Indian River Co. line. 

Union, S-231, 3953, from SR 100 N’ly and 
NW’ly to Baker Co. line. 

Washington, S-273, 6151, from Sec. 25, T 
3 N, R 13 W, N’ly through Big Rock and 
NW’ly to point in Sec. 2, T 3 N, R 13 W. 

Okeechobee, S-15, 9152, from SR 15 N’ly to 
SR 710 at point 1.5 mi. SE of Sherman. 

REVISED AND AMENDED MAP OF 
LOCATION AND SURVEY 

Lafayette, S-342, 3351, approval of revised 
map dated June 15, 1950. 

Putnam, 207, 7606, approval of revised map 
dated June 15, 1950. 

SPECIAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for special traffic regulations and in each 
case reviewed the report of the traffic in¬ 
vestigation and the recommendation of the 
Engineer for that particular location. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that in each of the cases 
listed below the recommendation of the Traf¬ 
fic Engineer be and it is hereby approved, 
and authority given for the placing of proper 
.signs as needed: 

Leon, 10, Magnolia Drive (SR 265). Traffic 
signal. Flashing beacon. 

Leon, 20, Magnolia Drive (SR 265) Traffic 
signal. Flashing beacon. 

Leon, 265, East Park Ave., Tallahassee. 
Traffic signal. Not warranted. 

Bay, 30, Hathaway Bridge-Phillips Inlet. 
Speed zone. 35 MPH zone. 

Bay, 22, between SR 30 and point 0.5 mi. 
E of Callaway School. Speed zone. 35 MPH 
zone. 

Putnam, 20, through Palatka. Speed zone. 
25 MPH zone. 

Gadsden, 63-12, intersection in Havana. 
Flashing beacon. Flashing beacon. 

Suwannee, 10, Suwannee and Church 
Streets. Traffic lights. Not warranted. 

Leon, 20, Community of Norfleet. Speed 
zone. Not warranted. 

Flagler, A1A, entrance to Marineland. 
Flashing beacon. Not warranted. 

Hillsborough, 600, at Havana Ave. north. 
Traffic signals. Stop signs on Havana Ave. 
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Taylor, 55, at SR 30 SE of Perry. Traffic 
light. Not warranted. 

Jackson, 71-2, intersection in Malone. Traf¬ 
fic signal. Not warranted. 

Suwannee, 20, intersection with SR 249 in 
Branford. Traffic signal. Not warranted. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W RESERVA¬ 
TIONS IN MURPHY ACT DEEDS 
REQUESTED BY I. I. BOARD 

The Board gave consideration to the rec¬ 
ommendation of the Engineer on the re¬ 
quests from the Trustees of the Internal Im¬ 
provement Fund for release of right of way 
reservations in Murphy Act deeds and parts 
thereof, and on motion of Mr. Drake, sec¬ 
onded by Mr. Nelson, authorized action as 
set out in each case listed below: 

Brevard, 863, W. G. & Pearl J. Vaughn, 
retain 50 feet each side centerline. 

Volusia, Pt. 600, Frank Venezia, retain 50 
feet each side centerline. 

Polk, Pt. 1219, Samuel A. Turner, retain 50 
feet each side centerline. 

Polk, 2784, T. J. and Amanda Sharp, retain 
50 feet each side centerline. 

Polk, 368, Jack and Merle Shorr, retain 50 
feet each side centerline. 

EXTENSION OF FEDERAL AID SYSTEM 
IN FLORIDA 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, it is expedient and necessary 
for the proper improvement and development 
of the Federal Aid System in the State of 
Florida, that further extension of the Fed¬ 
eral Aid System be effected; and 

WHEREAS, there exists sufficient unal¬ 
lotted mileage of the present permissible 
mileage of the Federal Aid System of Florida 
to permit the addition of proposed extensions 
of the said Federal Aid System to effect the 
necessary improvement and development of 
the said system, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department of Florida, 
that the following described and designated 
extensions to the Federal Aid System are 
necessary for the proper improvement and 
development thereof, to wit: 

1. From intersection with State Road No. 
80, Federal Aid Route No. 24, in Belleglade 
Northerly along State Road No. 15 via Okee¬ 
chobee to intersection with State Road No. 
500, Federal Aid Route No. 7, at Holopaw. 

2. From intersection with State Road No. 
600, Federal Aid Route No. 7, East of Tampa 
Northeasterly along State Roads Nos. 41 and 
39 to intersection with State Road No. 35, 
Federal Aid Route No. 31, South of Dade 
City. 

3. From intersection with State Road No. 
25, Federal Aid Route No. 2, in Ocala East¬ 
erly along State Road No. 40, to intersection 
with State Road No. 15, Federal Aid Route 
No. 21, at Barberville. 

4. From intersection with State Road No. 
75, Federal Aid Route No. 20, North of 
Youngstown Easterly along State Road No. 
20, to intersection with State Road No. 10, 
Federal Aid Route No. 6, West of Talla¬ 
hassee. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Bureau of Public Roads, Department of 
Commerce, be petitioned to approve the pro¬ 
posed extensions described herein, and their 
addition to the Federal Aid Highway System. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that neces¬ 
sary certified copies of this resolution be 
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transmitted to the Bureau of Public Roads. 
Department of Commerce. 

WELCOME FROM BAY COUNTY 

Member Nelson of the Third District, a 
resident of Panama City, spoke as the host 
to the meeting and welcomed the Members 
of the Board, the Dpartment personnel and 
others present to his home town and ex¬ 
pressed the wish that they would hold a suc¬ 
cessful meeting and that all in attendance 
would enjoy their stay in Panama City. He 
presented Chairman Ira Hill of the Board 
of County Commissioners of Bay County, 
and Senator Shivers from Chipley. Mr. Hill 
joined with Mr. Nelson in extending a wel¬ 
come to Panama City and Bay County, and 
assured the group of his desire to serve if he 
could be of any assistance. Senator Shivers 
greeted the Board Members and others pres¬ 
ent and wished for them a successful meet¬ 
ing. 

The Chairman recognized Honorable Carl 
Gray, Mayor of Panama City,* who offered 
his greetings and assurance of welcome to 
Panama City. He wished for them a pleas¬ 
ant and satisfactory visit and extended a 
general invitation for everyone to feel at 
home there and to go out to the beaches 
and have a good time. 

NAMING OF BRIDGE PROPOSED AS 

HONOR TO SENATOR SHIVERS 

Mr. Nelson spoke of the bridge which the 
Department proposes to build across Holmes 
Creek to replace a ferry that has been in 
continuous operation for more than one 
hundred years. He spoke of the fine service 
that has been rendered to Washington 
County by Senator Olin G. Shivers, running 
over a period of many years, and of the 
desire of the people of that part of the state 
to honor Senator Shivers by giving his name 
to the proposed Holmes Creek Bridge. Mr. 
Nelson called Senator Shivers his personal 
friend and said he was a friend to the Road 
Department, and gave him credit for much 
of the progress that has been made towards 
the construction of this bridge. He offered 
the motion that the bridge be named the 
Olin G. Shivers Bridge. 

Chairman McKethan requested Mr. Drake 
to preside, and with Mr. Drake in the chair 
Mr. McKethan rose to address the Board and 
the audience, and spoke as follows: 

“It affords me great pleasure to second 
this motion in honor of Major Shivers. This 
bridge is one he has worked for a long time 
and one we are building because of his ef¬ 
forts. It saddens me to break this tradition 
of the ferry for more than a hundred years, 
but I believe Major Shivers will have to 
satisfy the people of his county about that. 
Major Shivers was most cooperative in the 
Legislature for the Road Department and 
we considered him more or less a watch-dog 
for the Road Department. We want to 
show our appreciation and name this bridge 
for Major Shivers.” 

By unanimous vote the bridge to be built 
over Holmes Creek in Washington County 
was given the name “Olin G. Shivers Bridge.” 
Senator Shivers thanked the Board for the 


building of this bridge and for honoring him 
by naming the bridge for him. 

Chairman McKethan presiding, recognized 
Representative Chas. E. Shepperd of St. 
Johns County, who said that he had come 
over to watch people like Senator Shivers 
work, to get some ideas he could take back 
home. He said he was glad to be there. 

The Chairman recognized Representative 
John L. McFarlin, Jr., of Jackson County, 
who said he was glad to be present. 

Representative B. G. Patton of Franklin 
County was recognized by the Chairman, 
who stated that Mr. Patton had been fully 
cooperative with the Department. Mr. Pat¬ 
ton expressed his pleasure at being present. 

Representative George Tapper of Gulf 
County acknowledged his recognition by the 
Chairman with a statement that he was glad 
to be here but had no requests at this time. 
The Chairman said that Mr. Tapper was an¬ 
other Member of the Legislature who had 
vision and fortitude to provide for the fu¬ 
ture of the State. 

McWhorter of bureau of public 

ROADS PRESENT 

Chairman McKethan recognized Mr. B. P. 
McWhorter of the Atlanta Office of the Bu¬ 
reau of Public Roads and made the observa¬ 
tion that the Bureau’s Representative had 
been fully cooperative with the Road De¬ 
partment, especially in all matters pertain¬ 
ing to the Department’s Secondary Program. 
Mr. McWhorter expressed his gratitude for 
the Chairman’s remarks and said the Bureau 
had only one objective, the building of roads. 
He said the Bureau was a cooperative agency 
and always wanted to work in harmony with 


the state departments and had found the 
Florida Road Departments most cooperative, 
making it a pleasure to work together. 
FLORIDA ROAD BUILDERS’ PRESIDENT 

Mr. John Phillips, President of the Florida 
Road Builders’ Association, was present and 
was also recognized by Chairman McKethan. 

DELEGATIONS AND REQUESTS 
Broward County 

Messrs. S. C. Fox, Chairman, and Tony 
Salvino and R. T. Gallion, Members of the 
Board of County Commissioners, were pres¬ 
ent from Broward County, but said they had 
nothing new to present to the Department. 
They were advised by Chairman McKethan 
that the Department, following up on the 
project which was approved by the County 
and by the City of Fort Lauderdale, had 
made some progress and had entered into 
an agreement with Palmer and Baker, Con¬ 
sulting Engineers. They pledged the De¬ 
partment’s full cooperation in that program. 

Escambia County 

Mr. R. G. Patterson of Pensacola, Engineer 
for the Santa Rosa Island Authority, ex¬ 
tended welcome to the Road Board on their 
return trip into Northwest Florida. He spoke 
of the congestion in traffic on Santa Rosa 
Island and said their need was parking space. 
He reported the amount of $700.00 left in the 
beach bridge fund and said they would like 
to use this in the construction of parking 
areas. 

Fund Balance of $700 
for Parking Areas 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board authorized the Santa Rosa 
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Island Authority to use the $700 balance left 
in the bridge fund for the provision of park¬ 
ing areas, subject to approval by the De¬ 
partment’s Attorney and Auditor. 

Mr. Patterson thanked the Board for offer¬ 
ing the Santa Rosa Island Authority the 
light poles on the Thomas A. Johnson Bridge 
but he advised that the Authority had no 
equipment for taking the poles down. He 
asked the Department to take them down 
and was given the suggestion that he make 
an appeal to the County or to the City for 
help in removing the poles. 

SPEED ZONE ON THOMAS A. JOHNSON 
BRIDGE 

Mr. Patterson spoke of the traffic conges¬ 
tion on the Thomas A. Johnson Bridge and 
requested the establishment of a limited 
speed zone across this bridge. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the Board approved a maximum 
speed of 45 miles per hour and a minimum 
speed of 35 miles per hour on the Thomas 
A. Johnson (Pensacola Bay) Bridge and au¬ 
thorized the placing of proper signs. 

Requests for Future Plans 

Mr. Patterson asked the Board to consider 
another wayside park in Escambia County 
in its future plans, and also asked that when 
plans are being made for the proposed four- 
lane coast-to-coast highway, consideration 
be given to the route along Santa Rosa 
Island. 

Franklin County 

Representative Bryan Patton and Chair¬ 
man H. L. Cook of the Board of County 
Commissioners were present from Franklin 
County but said they had nothing special 
to take up with the Board. 

Eeon County 

No delegation was present from Leon 
County, but Mr. Nelson reported to the Board 
that conferences had been held in Tallahas¬ 
see with the Leon County Commissioners, 
City Officials of Tallahassee, local Members 
of the Legislature and others with regard 
to the greatly needed by-pass truck routes, 
both north and south and east and west, 
around the City of Tallahassee. He said that 
he had advised the group that all that could 
be done now would be to make a survey, 
and that offers were made from both the 
city and the county to help in such a survey 
by furnishing personnel to help. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board authorized W. M. Parker, 
Engineer of Traffic and Planning, to conduct 
a survey for by-pass truck routes around the 
City of Tallahassee, with the aid of the per¬ 
sonnel furnished by Leon County and the 
City of Tallahassee. 

Okaloosa County 

Senator Newman C. Brackin was recog¬ 
nized and he spoke in behalf of two needs 
in Okaloosa County. He advised the Board 
that the surfacing on the road from Crest- 
view to Eglin Field was in bad condition and 


needed betterment. Mr. Nelson volunteered 
to investigate this. Senator Brackin asked 
for the road from Dorcas north and was 
advised that the road in question was not 
included in the 1950 budget. 

Osceola County 

Mr. R. D. Shinkle, manager of the Kissim¬ 
mee Chamber of Commerce, was present and 
said they approved the changing of the De¬ 
partment’s request for the route for the des¬ 
ignation of the extension of U. S. 441 to in¬ 
clude Pahokee and Belle Glade, and that the 
short-cut over State Road 716 be designated 
as Alternate. 

Palm Beach County 

Change in Route Requested for Designation 
of Extension U. S. 441 

The delegation from Palm Beach County 
included the following: 

Belle Glade—R. E. Hotard, president, 
Chamber of Commerce; A. E. Kirchman, 
president P. B. Co. Resources Development 
Board; Harold Rabin, Mayor. 

Pahokee—Lewis Friend, Mayor. 

South Bay—C. E. Crichfield, Councilman; 
R. G. Fisher, Chamber of Commerce. 

Mayor Rabin, of Belle Glade, announced 
that they had come in interest of the desig¬ 
nation of the extension of U. S. Highway 
No. 441 from Orlando to Miami, asking that 
the route by Belle Glade and Pahokee be 
the route requested. 

Chairman McKethan explained to the dele¬ 
gation that the Department worked on this 
request for designation and had made re¬ 
quest for the route from Orlando to Holo- 
paw, Okeechobee, Canal Point, and then 
across and down State Road 7 which, being 
the shorter, was believed to be preferable. 
This was done, he said, before the Depart¬ 
ment had received any requests for the route 
to include Belle Glade and Pahokee, and he 
advised the delegation that he would recom¬ 
mend to the Road Board that a revision be 
made in the request to the Numbering Com¬ 
mittee of the American Association of State 
Highway Officials, that the section of this 
read via Pahokee and Belle Glade be desig¬ 
nated as U. S. Highway 441, and the cut-off 
over State Road 716 be designated as Alter¬ 
nate U. S. 441. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board unanimously agreed to the 


change in its request to the Numbering Com¬ 
mittee of the AASHO as stated by the Chair¬ 
man. 

Mr. C. E. Tinney advised the Board that 
he would like to see a by-pass route pro¬ 
vided on State Road 7 around West Palm 
Beach, and requested its consideration. 

St. Johns County 

Representative Chas. E. Shepperd made the 
statement that he was present at the re¬ 
quest of the Board of County Commissioners 
of St. Johns County. He reported that the 
grading on the west six miles of State Road 
206, the road from Hastings to Crescent 
Beach, had been completed and that bids 
would be received tomorrow on the east end. 

He asked that the Department award a 
contract for the paving of the west 6 miles 
of this road at an early date, as it would 
materially assist the county in developing 
this beach section. Mr. Drake, Board Mem¬ 
ber, suggested the advisability of letting the 
whole paving job at one time. 

Mr. Shepperd referred to the Department’s 
taking over State Road 210 some time ago 
for maintenance, the west end of which is 
not paved. He said the County Commis¬ 
sioners wish to have a survey made on this 
west end so the County may begin to secure 
the right of way in order to have it ready 
to be let to contract when the Department 
is ready to do so. 

He thanked the Department for its prompt 
action in replacing the burned sections of 
Shands Bridge, and stated that St. Johns 
County has received more action from the 
Road Department in the past year and orie- 
half than ever before. 

Volusia County 

The delegation from Volusia County in¬ 
cluded the following: J. H. Graham, Chair¬ 
man, and M. H. Ryan and E. J. Blank, 
Members of the Board of County Commis- 
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sioners, Charles W. Luther, County Attorney, 
Jess Mathas, Clerk of the Circuit Court, J. V. 
Doyle, Deputy Clerk, Mayor Fred Lewis of 
Ormond Beach, Mayor D. K. Gunby of De- 
Land, T. H. Scovell and Samuel V. Holch, 
City Attorney, of Holly Hill. 

Mr. Blank filed with the Department a 
map showing the necessary right of way to 
complete the extension of State Road A1A 
below Broadway, which he asked that the 
Board check and approve. He said this was 
now a State-designated road, but not main¬ 
tained by the Department. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the right of way map was received 
by the Department and turned over to the 
Right of Way Division for study. 

Mr. Blank spoke also in behalf of the pro¬ 
posed Ormond Bridge, advising that they 
had two proposed plans worked out for fin¬ 
ancing the bridge and hoped the Department 
would go along with them on this project. 
Chairman McKethan said he believed some 
action would be taken by the Department 
on this bridge at a later date, of which the 
Volusia County Commissioners would be ad¬ 
vised. 

Mr. Scovell stated he spoke representing 
108 business men and all the citizens of 
Hollyhill, in filing a written protest against 
the incorporation of a curb-lined dividing 
island in the plans for State Road No. 5 
when the Department widens it. 

Washington County 
Request for Designation of Alternate 
U. S. 231 

Senator Olin G. Shivers requested that 
Road 77 from Dothan via Graceville and 
Chipley to Panama City be requested desig¬ 
nated as Alternate U. S. 231, and shown in 
red on the State road maps. 

Mr. Nelson advised the Board that he had 
received numerous requests for such desig¬ 
nation. On his motion, seconded by Mr. 
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Barber, the Board voted to recommend to 
the Numbering Committee of the American 
Association of State Highway Officials that 
the route from Dothan, Alabama, via Grace¬ 
ville and Chipley to Panama City, Florida, 
be designated as Alternate U. S. Highway 
231, as requested by Senator Shivers. 

Senator Shivers made the statement that 
he expected to introduce a bill in the next 
session of the legislature to give the license 
tag money to the Road Department, as he 
believed this money should go to roads. 

CLAIM OF CLEARY BROTHERS 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Mr. W. J. Robinson, Attorney, Fort Lauder¬ 
dale, presented the claim of Cleary Brothers 
Construction Company for extra compensa¬ 
tion on Job 9306-110, Road A1A, in Palm 
Beach County, for the moving of their dredge 
to and from State designated dredging areas. 
He was asked to prepare a brief and submit 
the facts to each Member of the Road De¬ 
partment for consideration. 

REPORT ON FREIGHT RATES 

The Chairman read to the Board a report 
from F. E. Harrison, Traffic Manager, ad¬ 
vising that the proposed increase of 10 per¬ 
cent in freight rates in Florida which has 
been carried in newspaper stories recently, 
does not apply to road aggregates, and he 
expected to have asphalt also excluded from 
any prospective increase under that docket. 

PERMIT FOR DRAINAGE DITCH ON 
R/W 55 DENIED CITY OF 
ST. PETERSBURG 

Consideration was given to the application 
of the City of St. Petersburg for permit to 
construct and maintain a drainage ditch on 
34th Street near 26th Avenue in the City 
of St. Petersburg, along with recommenda¬ 
tions from the Divisions Engineer set out in 
his letter of May 27 to the State Highway 
Engineer, as follows: 

“This matter has been carefully inspected 
and reviewed in the field by Mr. R. T. Gup- 
ton. It is my recommendation that this ap¬ 
plication be disapproved for the following 
reasons: 

1. The ditch would occupy approximately 
25 feet of our proposed 100-foot right of way 
on 34th Street where in all probability we 
will recommend a municipal typical section 
for the proposed design of the facility we 
plan to construct in this area within the near 
future. 

2. In the event the typical section was not 
a municipal type, this ditch, if constructed, 
would be a costly maintenance item.” 

On motion of Dr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board resolved to approve the 
recommendation of the Engineer and to deny 
the request. 


CHARDKOFF AND COMPANY 

LEO CHARDOFF, Proprietor 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS 
Bogs—Sanitary Wipers—Barrels—Drums 

PHONE Y-1412 3008 E. BROADWAY TAMPA, FLORIDA 


ROUTE FOR DESIGNATED SR A1A, 
DUVAL COUNTY 

A resolution from the City Council of the 
City of Jacksonville Beach was received and 
given consideration. It requested the De¬ 
partment to alter the designation of State 
Road A1A from the Atlantic Beach Boule¬ 
vard to the new Beach Boulevard, or at least 
show the latter on the maps as an alternate 
route of said road. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the Board voted to retain the present 
designation. 

REQUEST FOR WIDENING PAVEMENT 
ON ROAD TO FERRY AT ST. PETERS¬ 
BURG APPROVED 

A resolution received from the Board of 
County Commissioners of Pinellas County 
requested the Department to widen State 
Road No. 687 on 6th Street and 4th Street 
South from 30th Avenue South to the ferry 
landing in St. Petersburg, as a normal main¬ 
tenance item, and was considered along with 
the estimate of costs submitted by the Divi¬ 
sion Engineer. On motion of Mr. Drake, 
seconded by Mr. Nelson, the Board voted 
against assuming this extra expense at this 
time. 

CONSTRUCTION OVERRUNS ON FSIC 
AND OTHER SECONDARY PROJECTS 
On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board resolved to approve the 
charging off of construction overruns on 
FSIC and other Secondary fund projects. 

REQUEST FOR REVISION OF ROUTE 
FOR STEPHEN FOSTER HIGHWAY 

The Board received a request from the 
Stephen Foster Memorial Commission that 
the designated route for the Stephen Foster 
Highway, as authorized by the Department 
at its meeting at Jacksonville on April 10, 
1950, be revised. It was agreed that no action 
would be taken until a conference can be had 
with the members of the said Commission 
and with Senator Sanchez and other Legis¬ 
lators from this area, and the Directors of 
the Suwannee River Valley Development As¬ 
sociation. 

CLAIM OF R. B. TYLER CO., 
CONTRACTOR 

Job 5003-202, Gadsden County 
The claim of R. B. Tyler Company, con¬ 
tractor on Job 5003-202, Road 10 between the 
Ochlockonee River and Quincy, Gadsden 
County, in the sum of $6,689.42 for additional 
cost due to traffic interference as a result 
of Lake Jackson overflowing and necessitat¬ 
ing all of U. S. 90 traffic being routed over 
this project, was considered along with the 
analyses made by the engineers. On motion 
by Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. Barber, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the 
Engineer and the Attorney, the claim was 
approved in the sum of $4,532.00, represent¬ 
ing an allowance of $56.69 per day for the 
actual number of days worked on the job 
between December 28, 1948 (the day traffic 
was turned on the job) and April 5, 1949 (the 
day the contract time limit expired), or a 
total of 80 days. 
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MEETING RECESSED 

At this point the meeting was recessed to 
convene after the opening of bids on the 
morning of the 16th. 

MEETING CONVENES AFTER 
CONTRACT EETTING 
JUNE 16 

Following the opening and reading of bids, 
the Board convened on the morning of June 
16 and resumed the business of the day. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF CERTAIN 

RIGHT OF WAY AT KEY WEST 

Mr. S. P. Robineau, representing interests 
now building an apartment house near the 
intersection of U. S. Highway 1 and Roose¬ 
velt Boulevard in Key West, asked for 
the release of a triangle made at this inter¬ 
section, part of the State owned right of way. 
The request was discussed but it was de¬ 
cided that the matter should be very thor¬ 
oughly and carefully considered before any 
action should be taken, and it was agreed 
the matter would be taken up at the next 
meeting if a comprehensive report, with rec¬ 
ommendations, could be made available by 
that time. 

REPORT ON THE LAWFUL SPEED 
SIGNS 

Mr. Kratzert, Engineer of Maintenance, 
reported to the Board that the Sign Shop 
had done a good job with the making of the 
Lawful Speed Signs and now had 625 of the 
standard size signs and 50 of the oversize 
signs ready for erection. He said the over¬ 
size signs were to be placed at all road en¬ 
trances into the State, and that all the signs 
prepared to date had been placed in the 
hands of the District Engineers who were 
urged to erect them as soon as possible. 

PREPARATION OF PLANS FOR 
SECONDARY ROAD JOBS 

Mr. Turnbull gave a report on a conference 
held with Mr. B. P. McWhorter, District 
Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads, relative 
to some saving in the preparation of plans 
for Secondary road jobs, and stated that the 
only Secondary road jobs that could be 
worked on a typical section were the resur¬ 
facing jobs, plans for which will require 
only two sheets. Secondary jobs could be 
let on a mile grading basis instead of a cubic 
yard basis, which would save about 20 per¬ 
cent on a set of plans. 

DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN IMPROVE¬ 
MENTS ON RIGHT OF AVAY PURCHASED 

FOR ROAD 9, PALM BEACH COUNTY 

The high bid for certain improvements on 
State road right of way in Palm Beach 
County was submitted to the Board for ap¬ 
proval. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the Board authorized the Chairman 
to execute Bill of Sale covering certain im¬ 
provements on the right of way purchased 
for Section 9322, State Road 9, Palm Beach 
County, to H. E. Drawdy of Lake Worth, 
Florida, whose bid of $775.00 was the highest 
received after due public notice. 

EXCHANGE OF DEEDS TO CORRECT 
ERRONEOUS DESCRIPTIONS, 
RIGHT OF AV AY STATE ROAD A1A 
INDIAN RIVER CO. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, deeds covering right of way 


for Section 8807-101, State Road A1A in In¬ 
dian River County, executed by Joseph W. 
Walton and his wife, Florence Earle Walton, 
by Robert E. Beasley and by Charles W. 
Beasley were obtained by this Department 
and duly recorded, and subsequent to the 
execution and recording of said deeds it was 
found that the descriptions contained in said 
deeds were in error, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 
State Road Department that the lands cov¬ 
ered by said deeds be reconveyed to the 
owners, in exchange for new deeds from the 
same parties containing correct description 
of the lands required for the right of way 
for said section of road, and the Chairman 
and Secretary of this Department be and 
they are hereby authorized to execute proper 
quit claim deeds and deliver same to the 
parties above named, upon recipt of cor¬ 
rected deeds executed by the said parties. 

REQUEST FOR DISCLAIMER TO CLEAR 
TITLE TO LAND ERRONEOUSLY 
INCLUDED IN R/AV 
VOLUSIA CO. 


BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment that the Chairman and Secretary 
be and they are hereby authorized to execute 
and deliver to Bessemer Properties, Inc., and 
Palm City Company quit claim deeds cover¬ 
ing lands abandoned for use as right of way 
for Section 9306, State Road A1A, through 
lands of said parties in Palm Beach County. 

BASIS OF SETTLEMENT FOR AVORK 
DONE FOR CITY OF MANALAPAN 

Mr. Kerns presented an offer of settlement 
proposed by the City of Manalapan concern¬ 
ing the cost of fill material for dredging ad¬ 
jacent to the right of way of State Road 
A1A, performed by the Department as a part 
of one of its contracts for and on behalf 
of the City. Upon consideration of the mat¬ 
ter, on motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, it was Resolved that the proposed 
settlement be declined and that the City of 
Manalapan be requested to reimburse the 
Department in full for the work performed 
on its account. 

INVITATION FROM DAYTONA BEACH 


The Board received a request from Attor¬ 
ney Louis Ossinsky of Daytona Beach in 
behalf of his client, that the Road Depart¬ 
ment execute a disclaimer to certain land 
in T. T. Allen’s Subdivision in Port Orange, 
Florida, erroneously included in a deed to 
the State for right of way for Old State Road 
4 in Volusia County. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Chairman and 
Secretary of this Department be and they 
are authorized to execute a disclaimer on 
behalf of the Department to the land in the 
east 13 feet of Lot 1 Block 1, T. T. Allen’s 
Subdivision in Port Orange, Florida, which 
was erroneously included in deed for right 
of way obtained by this Department for 
Section 7901, State Road 5 (Old SR 4) in 
Volusia County. 

QUIT CLAIM DEEDS TO ABANDONED 
RIGHT OF AV AY, SECTION 9306, 

SR A1A, PALM BEACH 

Request was received from Harry A. John¬ 
ston, County Attorney for Palm Beach 
County, that the Department execute and 
deliver to Bessemer Properties, Inc., and 
Palm City Company quit claim deeds cover¬ 
ing lands abandoned for use as right of way 
through lands of said parties at Manalapan. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 


Mr. Drake presented a letter from James 
M. Titus, City Manager of Daytona Beach, 
extending an invitation to the Board to hold 
one of its summer meetings in Daytona 
Beach. 

APPRECIATION FOR COURTESIES 
EXTENDED 

The Chairman expressed appreciation to 
Mr. Nelson for the fine hospitality extended 
to the Board and the Road Department per¬ 
sonnel, for a wonderful time and a successful 
meeting in Panama City. 

ADJOURNMENT 

TIME AND PLACE FOR NEXT MEETING 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board agreed to hold its next 
meeting at Clearwater on July 3rd, to remain 
over for the opening of bids on the 5th, and 
this meeting was adjourned. 
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S. R. D. Operations Report 


Bridge Report 


During the month of July the Bridge Department completed plans for the following 

12 projects 

which included 

25 separate bridge structures. 

Section-Job 

Road 

Description 

1012-104 

674 

5 bridges, Wimauma to Ft. Meade, 575-foot total length, TSC 
trestles 

2702-103 

2 

4 bridges, 450-foot total length, steel-concrete trestles 

5205-108 

2 

Choctawhatchee River bridges, 1075-foot total length, steel- 
concrete trestle and convertible lift span 

5801-209 

10 

Bridges 2 & 7, Escambia Fill, 693-foot total length, concrete 
trestle 

4852-250 

10 

Barrineau Park, North, 1 bridge 175 feet long, steel and con¬ 
crete trestle 

9375-101 

806 

Intracoastal Waterway at Delray, 235 feet long with double¬ 
leaf bascule 

9407-107 

68 

1 bridge, 45 feet long, concrete trestle 

9312-202 

80 

Bridges 46, 47, 48, 195 feet total length, concrete trestles 

8852-150 

S-611 

1 bridge, 60 feet long, concrete trestle 

9351-250 

S-702 

1 75-foot bridge, concrete trestle 

9375-110 

1810-101 

S-706 

3 bridges, 355-foot total length, concrete trestles 

Withlacoochee River Bridge at Nobleton, 210 feet long, steel 
and concrete trestle 


A permit has been received from the U. S. Department of the Army authorizing 
construction of a new fixed bridge across the Alafia River on Road 45 near Gibsonton. 
Planning of this important project has been delayed for several months awaiting an 
understanding regarding the necessary navigation clearances. It is expected that develop¬ 
ment of the bridge plans can now proceed and be completed shortly. 


Traffic and Planning Division 
Traffic Section: 

All routine traffic survey operations both 
rural and urban were made as scheduled. 

On requests for traffic lights and speed 
restriction zones twenty traffic engineering 
investigations were made. Of these fifteen 
were analyzed and reports submitted for 
action of the State Road Board. 

The report of the Gainesville Traffic Sur¬ 
vey has been completed and is being sub¬ 
mitted to the City and the Bureau of Public 
Roads for study and approval. 

Preliminary work on the Traffic Survey of 
the Miami Metropolitan area was completed 
and a full scale internal and external origin 
and destination survey was gotten underway. 

Office analysis has been completed on the 
Clearwater Urban Area Traffic Survey and 
it is anticipated that the report will be com¬ 
pleted in the near future. 

Planning Section: 

The usual routine work was carried on in 
Inventory Mapping and Records, Aerial 
Mapping, Road Life and Cost Accounting of 
Construction and Maintenance, and Finance. 

The Aerial Mapping Department prepared 
special aerial photographic mosaics of the 


FLOOD CONTROL BOARD 



Joe S. Earman, Vero Beach citrus 
grower, cattleman, and businessman, 
was elected chairman of the Central 
and South Florida Flood Control Dis¬ 
trict Board July 15 to succeed Dave 
Turner, Ft. Lauderdale businessman, 
who resigned from the board July 12 
after serving as chairman since its 
organization in July of 1949. N. J. 
Hayes of Miami was elected vice 
chairman of the board. 


Henry J. Driggers, who conducts a 
real estate business in Ft. Lauderdale, 
was appointed to the board by Gov¬ 
ernor Warren to fill Turner's unex¬ 
pired term which ends July 11, 1952. 
At the same time the Governor re-ap- 
pointed Earman as a member of the 
board for a term ending July 11, 1953. 
Turner said that he resigned to de¬ 
vote more time to his personal busi¬ 
ness. 

Earman, former vice chairman of 
the flood control board, is also vice 
president of the Southeastern Re¬ 
sources Development Association, rep¬ 
resenting Florida. The 49-year-old 
native Floridian is a 1925 graduate of 
Cornell University. His career has 
been varied for he was a newspaper 
publisher in West Palm Beach from 
1925 to 1929, served as chief of the 
Intangible Tax Department from 1932 
to 1935, was founder and president of 
the Indian River Citrus Bank, and is 
now president of the Vero Beach Ice 
and Storage Company. He retired as 
a banker in 1947. 


The new chairman is a member of 
the Trinity Episcopal Church in Vero 
Beach, a 32nd Degree Mason, a 
Shriner, a charter member of Lodge 
1774, B.P.O.E., a member of Lodge 
#88, I.O.O.F., and Sigma Nu fra¬ 
ternity. Earman, who also is chair¬ 
man of the Indian River County chap¬ 
ter of the American Red Cross, is 
married and has three children. 

Driggers, who is considered one of 
the State's outstanding authorities on 
land markers and soil conditions, is a 
member of the National Rivers and 
Harbors Congress, an advisory organi¬ 
zation to the National Congress. He 
is a former Broward County commis¬ 
sioner and served as Motor Vehicle 
Commissioner from 1941 to 1945. Dur¬ 
ing that time he was also a member 
of the Highway Traffic Advisory 
Committee to the War Department. 

A native of Moss Bluff, Marion 
County, Driggers attended high 
school and business college at De- 
Land before moving to Broward 
County. He is married and is a 
Mason, an Elk, and a member of the 
Ft. Lauderdale First Baptist Church. 
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Amount of Testing Performed by the Division of Tests for the Month of July, 1950 


Materials 

Number of 
Individual 
Tests 

Cement 

265 

Mixing water for concrete 

93 

Fine aggregates 

218 

Coarse aggregates 

626 

Concrete 

880 

Concrete 

2 

Concrete 

2 

Brick 

20 

Corrugated Metal Pipe 

86 

Concrete Culvert Pipe 

38 

Reinforcing steel 

296 

Welds 

4 

Limerock 

4,470 

Paints 

64 

Bituminous materials 

678 

Mineral aggregates 

114 

Bituminous Pavement (Lab.) 

29 

Bituminous mixtures 

184 

Bituminous mixtures 

3 

Stabilities 

39 

Premoulded joint filler 

8 

Soils 

609 

Untreated piling 

9,189 lin. ft. 

Untreated lumber 

145,097 FBM 

Treated piling 

7,520 lin. ft. 

Treated lumber 

139,152 FBM 

Expansion joint material 


Transport tanks 


Asphalt distributors 


Base thicknesses 

474 

Base widths 

474 

Pavement thicknesses 

504 

Pavement widths 

504 

Straight-edge and Template 

35.1 miles 


Remarks 

In addition 8,165 bbls. Tested and inspected 
at source 

Cylinders 

Design mix 

Membrane curing compound 

In addition 25,131 lin. ft. tested and inspect¬ 
ed at source 

In addition 142,269 lbs. tested and inspected 
at source 

Welder qualification test 


Design mixes 
Hubbard-Field 


183 lin. ft. tested and inspected at the source 

7 calibrated 

2 calibrated 

Limerock 

Limerock 

Bituminous pavement 
Bituminous pavement 


proposed Jacksonville Super Highway. A 
large scale map was prepared for highway 
location in Wakulla County and a special 
base map was prepared of the Blackwater 
River State Forest. The latter was done 
under a cooperative agreement with the 
Florida Forest Service. 

Routine work of this Department included 
final drafting on the Duval, Manatee and 
Walton County Maps. Photogrannnetric 
work is in progress in Union and Bradford 
Counties. Road Inventory Surveys are in 
progress in Clay, Hillsborough, Indian River, 
Orange, Seminole and Washington Counties. 

In addition to the routine work on State 
and County Finance field contacts have been 
underway on municipal street finance re¬ 
quired by the Bureau of Public Roads. This 
work is now approximately 85 percent com¬ 
plete for the past fiscal year. 

Rights of Way Division 

During the month of July the Right of 
Way Division has received 35 maps on 
State and Federal Projects. Information 
was received on borrow pits, ditches, storm 
sewers, et cetera. This information has 
been added to the original rights of way 
maps by this Division. 

Fifteen contracts and location maps have 
been prepared by this Division for negotia¬ 
tion with the counties and municipalities in 
which these projects are located, to obtain 
agreement of the local governing agencies 
to furnish title searches and to procure the 
necessary lands. 

Eight hundred nine instruments have 
been prepared by the division’s abstractors 
in July, and have been forwarded to Right 
of Way Agents in whose territories the 
projects are situated. 


First District 

We are glad to report that State forces 
have started work on State Road S-721 in 
Glades County. This road is known as the 
Harney Pond-Brighton Road, which in addi¬ 
tion to serving the Indian Reservation will 
prove most advantageous to many ranches 
and rich farm lands in this area. 

A delegation of officials consisting of the 
County Commissioners of Lee County and 
members of the Soil Conservation Board met 
with the District Engineer for the purpose 
of working out a solution to the high water 
problem on the Tamiami Trail between Fort 
Myers and Estero. It was agreed that the 
Department would investigate the cost of the 
plan submitted and report back to the Coun¬ 
ty Commissioners. This is a matter that will 
have to be carefully analyzed as to cost and 
to what extent the Department will actually 
benefit. It definitely appears to be most 
advantageous to the County and property 
owners involved. 

The Marion Contracting Company of 
Ocala has started work on Road No. 683 
from Sarasota to the Manatee County Line 
and this section with the extension to Bra¬ 
denton to be built by Cone Brothers of Tam¬ 
pa, will give the traveling public a much 


needed additional road to relieve the heavy 
traffic in this area. 

Work has started on the Cortez Bridge 
Road connecting State Road No. 45 with the 
beach. This work is being done by the W. 
L. Cobb Construction Company of Tampa. 

The District office air conditioning system 
has been shut down for repairs and we have 
been promised the necessary parts to have 
it in operating condition the first week in 

July- 

It is with great reluctance, extreme regret, 
but with pride and honor that the First Dis¬ 
trict gives up Richey Green, Assistant Dis¬ 
trict Engineer (Construction), who will be 
the Engineer-in-Charge of the Jacksonville 
Expressway; which is, indeed, a colossal and 
highly responsible assignment. Joe Maseda, 
Instrumentman, First District, will also ac¬ 
company Richey. Congratulations and good 
luck to each of you. Wishing you good 
grades and alignment, we remain, Sincerely 
yours.—First District. 

Mr. R. T. Gupton has been appointed 
Assistant District Engineer in Charge of 
Construction to replace Mr. Richey Green, 
who was transferred to Jacksonville. Bob, 
as he is known to his many friends, was 


formerly Assistant District Engineer on 
Maintenance but due to his many years of 
experience in road building has been se¬ 
lected to take over the supervision of the 
construction. 

Mr. L. O. Hester has been appointed to 
the position of Assistant District Engineer 
in Charge of Maintenance. Mr. Hester has 
had over 21 years uninterrupted service 
with the Department, having been employed 
by Mr. L. B. Thrasher in 1929 when the 
Division Office was in Ocala. He has 
worked as Rodman, Instrumentman, Assist¬ 
ant Project Engineer, Project Engineer and 
Maintenance Engineer. He has had ex¬ 
perience covering all phases of road loca¬ 
tion, design, construction and maintenance. 
At the time of this promotion he was Main¬ 
tenance Engineer of the Bartow Unit. Mr. 
Hester is 39 years old, and is a Registered 
Engineer and Land Surveyor. 

Mr. E. L. Smith was appointed Main¬ 
tenance Engineer of the Bartow Unit. 

The First District held a get together 
meeting for the employees and their wives 
on July 28th, which was followed by a fish 
fry. There were 116 present for the supper 
and we were glad to have with us Mr. Sam 
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P. Turnbull, “Buck” Watson, Arthur West, 
Vic Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Bolton, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Allen, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Wade Blake and their guests, Mr. and Mrs. 
M. A. Adams, from Pittsburgh, and Mr. 
Milton D. Wilson. ^ 

Construction work is underway on the 
two bridges on SR 7/6 between Punta 
Gorda Beach and the mainland. These 
bridges are approximately 1600 feet long 
and were originally built by the Chadwick 
family as toll bridges. They were 15 feet 
wide and badly deteriorated. Mr. W. J. 
Hayes, working under the supervision of 
Maintenance Engineer G. W. Weir, is 
widening these bridges to 20 feet clear 
roadway with State forces. The work will 
cost approximately $75,000 and will be 
completed in about 90 days. Due to the 
rapid development of this community, this 
improvement is badly needed. 

The personnel of the First District were 
deeply shocked at the tragic death of J. W. 
Cone on July 24th. Mr. Cone had worked 
continuously with the Department for 13 
years and was recognized as one of the best 
Location men in the State. To his widow 
and four children we offer our deepest 
sympathy. 


Second District 

Each month the District Office is required 
to submit to the Tallahassee Office a Prog¬ 
ress Chart showing the status of jobs listed 
in the 1950 Construction Budget. An ex¬ 
amination of the report for June reveals 
that of a total of 147 jobs listed in the 1950 
Budget, 94 have been completed insofar as 
plans and surveys are concerned, field sur¬ 
veys have been completed for 121 jobs and 
plans are underway for 18 jobs. In other 
words, in 50% of the fiscal year the Second 
District has processed 64% of the jobs in the 
Construction Budget, completed surveys for 
82% of the Budget and the plans for the 
Budget as a whole are 76% complete. These 
percentages do not represent work done 
since the first of year as the plans and sur¬ 
veys for some of the jobs in the budget were 
completed prior to 1950. The figures do 
indicate, however, that the Second District 
is well ahead of schedule and should satis¬ 
factorily complete the year’s work as pre¬ 
scribed by the Budget. The progress so far 
represents extraordinary merit and effort on 
the part of the field forces and those re¬ 
sponsible for the design and preparation of 
plans. 

The total estimated cost of budgeted jobs 
actually underway or completed so far this 
year amounts to $6,593,480 or 53% of the 
budget total. 

The following jobs were started in this 
District during June: 

Job 2753-150. State Road S-221 from 
Union County line to Olustee. The work to 
consist of clearing and grubbing, grading 
and a limerock stabilized base with Type 2 
Surface Treatment. This job, which is 5.25 


miles in length, is being constructd by As¬ 
phalt Paving, Inc. 

Job 2975-103. State Road 131 from SR 
25 north of Lake City to a point 5.251 miles 
north. This job is under contract by the 
James H. Craggs Construction Company and 
will consist of clearing and grubbing, grad¬ 
ing, necessary drainage structures and a 
limerock stabilized base with Type 2 Surface 
Treatment. This road is known locally as 
the Falling Creek Road and is one of the 
Columbia County farm-to-market roads. 


Job 2901-106. State Road 10 from Lake 
City to the Suwannee County line, a dis¬ 
tance of 9.04 miles. The J. D. Manly Con¬ 
struction Company has the contract for this 
improvement which calls for reworking and 
widening the existing limerock base to a 
width of 24 feet and applying a Type 2 Sur¬ 
face Treatment. 

Job 3209-102. This work consists of ad¬ 
ditional drives in the Stephen Foster Me¬ 
morial grounds at White Springs and an 
additional outlet to SR 25 to the north. The 


Engineer of Plans 

1. Jobs being processed for receipt of bids in August: 


County 

Job No. 

Road 

Charlotte 

0104-201 

35 

Hernando 

0808-105 

485 & 

Hernando 

0804-108 

50 

Citrus 

0210-103 


Hillsboro 

1012-104 


Lee 

1206-110 

78-767 

Manatee 

1351-201 

5-675 

Pasco 

1457-250 


Pasco 

1457- 


Polk 

1611-201 

60 

Hernando 

0808-104 

485 & 

Citrus 

0210-102 

50 

Hernando 

0804-107 


Hamilton 

3201-205 

25 

Baker 

2753-151 

S-231 

Union 

3953-102 

S-231 

Duval 

7255-250 

S-lll 

Duval 

7258-150 

S-213 

Duval 

7258-250 

S-213 

Duval 

7259-250 

S-116 

Union 

3952-250 

S-231 

Nassau 

7406-110 

200 

Clay 

7151-150 

S-214 

Bay 

4604-301 

75 

Bay 

4603-201 

30 

Bay 

4602-204 

30 

Bay 

4602-114 

30 

Okaloosa 

5701-202 

10 

S. Rosa 

5801-209 

10 

Escambia 

4852-250 

S-99 

Gadsden 

5052-150 

S-12-A 

Gadsden 

5053-250 

S-157 

Gadsden 

5051-250 

S-268 

Leon 

5551-250 

S-59 

Monroe 

9052-250 

S-905 

Okeechobee 

9152-250 

S-15-A 

Palm Beach 

9353-250 

S-812 

Palm Beach 

9354-250 

S-808 

Palm Beach 

9356-250 

S-827 

Broward 

8619-103 

823 

Palm Beach 

9304-110 

5 

St. Lucie 

9407-107 

68 

Putnam 

7601-204 

15 

Putnam 

7651-150 

S-309 

Putnam 

7652-150 

S-309 

Putnam 

7653-150 

S-315 

Putnam 

7654-150 

S-209 

Orange 

7504-106 

426 

Citrus 

0208-102 

491 

Seminole 

7707-902 

419 

Seminole 

7703-104 

46 

Seminole 

7708-901 

436 

Seminole 

7751-150 

S-427 

Sumter 

1810-102 



Description Budget 

PuntaGorda-Shell Creek 150,000 

Headwalls 

Replace Bridges, Wimauma-East 95,000 
Pine Island Camp Realignment 35,000 

Parrish—Road 64 102,000 

Anclote River Bridge 35,000 

Anclote River Bridge Appr. 

Bartow-Lake Wales (Br.) 220,000 

Sprigging 

White Springs-Genoa 54,200 

3 Structures 40,000 

Pecan Park Road 47,200 

Ricker Road 16,600 

Middleburg Road 28,300 

Sunbeam Road 30,000 

Bradford Co. Line-Lake Butler 28,800 

S. Eighth St. in Fernandina 81,000 

SR 15-4 Mi. West 102,900 

Fountain OH and Approaches 130,000 

Tyndall Field-Panama City 280,000 

Milligan-Shoal River 220,000 

Replace Bridges 2, 7, & 8 350,000 

Barrineau Park—North 154,000 

Havana—Road 157 42,000 

3 Mi. N. Och. River-Ga. Line 60,000 

Road 10—Quincy 54,250 

Miccosukee-Ga. Line 110,000 

State Road 5—North 60,000 

Up the Grove Road 23,000 

Lantana West Road 68,000 

Boca Raton West Road 45,000 

Bowles Canal Road 70,000 

Bridge over S. New River Canal 40,000 

Relocation N. of Juno Beach 58,000 

Bet. MP 15.2 & 16.1, etc. 37,300 

Crescent City-2.34 Mi. N. 195,000 

Welaka—Pamona 7,000 

Georgetown—Fruitland 3,500 

Interlachen—Graudin 9,800 

Bostwick—Palmetto Bluff 5,900 

Capen Ave.—Comstock Ave. 86,000 

Lecanto—Holder 107,000 

Road 15—Oviedo 10,800 

Wekiva River—Wilsons Corner 35,000 

Orange Co. Line—Rd. 15 & 600 9,000 

Old Orlando Road 50,000 

Nobleton Bridge 50,000 


Twenty-eight 
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2. Jobs on 

which bids were 

received in 

July and bids tabulated: 

County 

Job No. 

Road 

Description 

Bay 

4604-203 

75 

Between Bear Creek and Jackson Co. Line 

Orange 

7554-250 

S-520 

Southeast of Bithlo 

Collier 

0351-250 

S-951 

Between SR 92 and Big Marco Pass (Collier 

Indian River 

8807-250 

A1A 

City) 

Baker 

2751-250 

S-127 

Between St. Lucie Co. Line & SR 502 

Levy 

3410-105 

40 

Between Sanderson and a point North 

Pinellas 

1508-105 

584 

Between point in Yankeetown and Inglis 

Columbia 

3206-105 


Between SR 55 and Oldsmar 

Hamilton 

2950-101 

6 

Suwannee River Bridge & Approaches 

Indian River 

8806-109 

60 

Over Main Canal 

Broward 

8600-105 


Hugh Taylor Birch State Park 

Dixie 

3053-150 & 

S-359 

Between Steinhatchee River and SR 55 and 


3054-150 

S-351 

between Shelton and Cross City 

Pinellas 

1517-176 

55 

Between Maximo Pt. and Pt. South 

Pinellas 

1517-177 

55 

South of Maximo Point 

Calhoun 

4701-904 

20 

Apalachicola River Bridge 

3. Jobs in the design stage. 



Job No. 

County 

Road 

Description 

3001-112 

Dixie 

55 

SR 358-2M? mi. NW of Cross City 

8751-250 

Dade 

826 

SR 7—SR 5 

4805-201 

Escambia 

292 

“O” St. Extension in Pensacola 

3601-201 

Marion 

25 & 500 

10th Street South 

3601-302 

Marion 



3601-202 

Marion 



7210-201 

Duval 

A1A 

Barbara St. to Hogan Road 

7204-178 

Duval 

10 

Arlington Bridge to Atlantic Blvd 

72 

Duval 


Intersections for Jax Expressway 

5518-118 

Leon 


Access Road to F.S.U. Stadium 


4. Necessary field inspections were made in company with the Bureau of Public Roads 
representatives. 


SOLOMAN # S DAIRY, INC. 

DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Grade "A" Milk—Raw and Pasteurized—Wholesale Ice Cream 

QUINCY, FLORIDA 


MEXICAN PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION 

ASPHALT FOR ALL TYPES OF PAVING 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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construction of this Sand Bituminous Road- 
Mix Pavement is under contract by the 
Duval Engineering and Contracting Com¬ 
pany. 

Job 7107-111. SR 21 and SR 215 to the 
Duval County line. This work consists of 
constructing a Sand Asphalt Hot Mix Surface 
Course (2-inch minimum thickness) over the 
existing surface. The length of the job is 
14.426 miles and the contract in amount of 
$108,891.31 was awarded to Sam Finley, 
Inc. 

Job 7253-950. SR S-sl between San Juan 
Avenue and a point 2.955 miles north in 
Jacksonville. This improvement is under 
contract to the Duval Engineering and Con¬ 
tracting Company and consists of construct¬ 
ing a storm sewer system and a Bituminous 
Surface Treatment wearing course. 

Two important jobs have been completed 
during June. Job 3102-201, SR 341 from 
SR 26 north and east to Bell was completed 
at a cost of $104,140, the work being done 
under contract by V. E. Whitehurst & Sons. 
The work consisted of constructing a lime- 
rock stabilized base 18 feet wide with a 
16-foot width Type 2 Surface Treatment, 
also small drainage structures and necessary 
grading. Jobs 3402-101 and 3103-107, SR 
S-49 from Chiefland to Trenton in Levy and 
Gilchrist Counties. This job of constructing 
9.6 miles of grade and small drainage struc¬ 
tures was done by the Jaxon Construction 
Company, Jacksonville. 


Traffic Division 

Second Proposal Docket No. 28300-28310- 
Southern Class Rate Investigation 
By 

F. E. Harrison, Jr., Traffic Manager 
Much has been written and reported by 
the Press regarding the discrimination against 
the South in freight rates and the underlying 
theme that the rates within the north were 
39% lower than the rates within the South 
and from the South to the North. This dif¬ 
ference applies only to first class rates. The 
Interstate Commerce Commission has had 
these rates under investigation since 1939 
and hearings were held at various places 
throughout the country during 1941, 1942 
and 1943 at which time some four hundred 
interested persons participated. The Com¬ 
mission rendered its report in May 1945 and 
found that the then existing class rate struc¬ 
tures were unlawful and discriminated 
against the South and prescribed a uniform 
class rate scale to be applied between all 
points east of the Rocky Mountains in con¬ 
junction with a Uniform Classification which 
was to displace the then current Southern, 
Official and Western Classifications. Agita¬ 
tion for a Uniform Classification has been 
going on since 1887 following the first an¬ 
nual report of the Commission. 

This decision was not satisfactory to the 
commercial and industrial interests in the 
North and was carried to the United States 
Supreme Court. The Court upheld the order 
of the Commission during the summer of 


AUGUST 1950 


Twenty-nine 
































1947. Within sixty days thereafter the 
southern lines and other interested railroads 
organized to prepare and compile a Uniform 
Classification that would meet the require¬ 
ments of the Commissions order and would 
at the same time preserve their revenue un¬ 
der the revised class rate scale. The shippers 
have had an opportunity to express their 
views before the Uniform Classification 
Committee at public hearings. This work 
has now been completed and a tentative 
Uniform Classification compiled and sub¬ 
mitted to the Commission and the public 
for study in conjunction with a revised 
class rate scale. Before analyzing this latest 
proposal it might be well to give a brief his¬ 
tory and outline of the situation. 

The United States is divided into three 
classification territories—Official, Southern 
and Western with some subdivisions of each 
of these territories. There are approximate¬ 
ly nine rate making territories within these 
three classification territories. 

Classification Territories 

Southern Territory comprises the terri¬ 
tory east of the Mississippi and south of the 
Ohio and Potomac Rivers with the exception 
of parts of Virginia, West Virginia and Ken¬ 
tucky. Official Territory lies north of the 
Ohio and Potomac Rivers and east of the 
Mississippi including those parts of Virginia, 
West Virginia and Kentucky not in Southern 
Territory. Western Territory lies west of 
the Mississippi River. There is a much more 


detailed division among these various ter¬ 
ritories for rate making purposes and I will 
not undertake to analyze that feature in de¬ 
tail. Different levels of class rate scales as 
well as differences in the classification rat¬ 
ings are applicable in each of the several 
classification territories. The Commission 
held that there was no justification for dif¬ 
ferences in classification ratings and hence 
the requirement for the Uniform Classifica¬ 
tion itself. 

Types of Freight Rates 
Freight rates are divided generally into 
two types, viz: class rates and commodity 
rates. Class rates apply generally on less 
than carload shipments and on certain im¬ 
portant commodities moving in the North. 
Commodity rates apply on a large volume of 
traffic moving from producing points, or 
territories to specified destinations and are 
more or less flexible and are geared to both 
mileage and competitive influences. Com¬ 
modity rates apply on such items as coal, 
coke, lumber, roadway aggregates, brick, 
lime, cement, phosphate rock, etc., and these 
commodities are not immediately involved. 

Another type of freight rate has developed 
ovei^ the last few years and is published as 
Exceptions to the Classifications. These rates 
are generally lower than the classification 
basis by one or two classes and in many 
instances reflect specific percentages of tlje 
first class rate. These latter percentage 
rates are commonly termed Column Rates 


and are considered in the same category as 
the commodity rates. Exceptions rates 
apply generally within a given territory and 
to some extent inter-territorially. They are 
established by the executives of the lines 
interested in such rates and are not con¬ 
sidered by the Classification Committee and 
they do not conform to classification prin¬ 
ciples. 

In many instances rates prescribed by the 
Commission made percentages of first class 
rates when confined to limited territories or 
otherwise are often published as an excep¬ 
tion to the classification basis. Thus, we now 
have available an additional type of rate 
which is commonly known as Exceptions 
Ratings which will be referred to from time 
to time in this article. Exception Ratings are 
published in nine separate tariffs comprising 
3000 pages. 

Traffic Test 

In its decision the Commission admon¬ 
ished the carriers to preserve their revenues 
through the means of classification ratings 
and urged that the exceptions ratings be 
brought into the classification, proper. It is 
this feature of the case that has caused the 
most concern. During September 1940 the 
southern lines established less than carload 
ratings on approximately 3500 articles and 
published them as exceptions to Southern 
Classification. These ratings were lower 
than the classification ratings and were 
published to meet motor truck competition. 
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Many exception ratings have been estab¬ 
lished between the South and other terri¬ 
tories. 

The following figures resulting from a 
traffic test on carload traffic for one day, 
September 23, 1942, clearly indicates the 
small proportion of traffic originally involved 
in these proceedings as shown by the first 
column of percentages below. The second 
column of percentages covers the traffic 
moving under exceptions ratings and it is 
these ratings that are being brought into the 
Uniform Classification. Traffic moving under 
the third column is not involved at the 
present time. 


points west of the Mississippi River. All 
shipments are subject to a minimum charge 
of $2.00 per shipment. This acceptance, 
however, is based upon the promise that 
they be permitted to cancel all Exceptions 
ratings both within the South and betwen 
the South and other territories and that this 
cancellation and application of the uniform 
class rates and Uniform Classification be¬ 
come effective on the same date. The 
southern lines further state that any substan¬ 
tial change in their proposed scale would 
necessitate a revision in the ratings in the 
new tentative classification. These ratings 
have been made lower than necessary under 


tion of the Commission's proposed class rates 
to the present system of class rates, com¬ 
modity rates and exceptions rates applicable 
within Western Territory in conjunction with 
the Uniform Classification. This group of 
carriers proposed an entirely different scale 
substantially higher than that submitted by 
the Commission and proposed by the south¬ 
ern and eastern lines. The western lines still 
contend that uniformity in class rates is not 
necessary and will subject the shippers in 
that territory to added competition from the 
long-haul shippers in other territories. In 
other words, a low long-haul scale will per¬ 
mit the eastern shipper to enter Western 
Territory at a lower relative rate than ap¬ 
plicable within Western Territory. 

Results of the Proposed Scale and Tentative 
Uniform Classification 

At the present time we have two sets of 
class rates which cover movements under 
exceptions ratings and movements under 
classification, proper, ratings and the Com¬ 
mission's proposed rates as modified by the 


Within Official (North)_ 

Within the South_ 

From Official (North to South) __ 
From South to Official Territory.. 


Traffic moving Traffic moving Traffic moving 
under under under. 

Class Rates Exception Ratings Commodity Rates 
Percent Percent Percent 

5.8 17.6 76.7 

1.8 6 92.2 

12.6 36.3 51.1 

.9 4.9 94.2 


For all territories it was shown only 4% 
of the tonnage moved under class rates; 
11% under exceptions ratings and 85% under 
commodity rates. Class rate traffic con¬ 
tributed only 6% of the total revenue; ex¬ 
ceptions rates 16% and commodity rates 
78%. 

The foregoing percentages support the 
off repeated statement that a larger volume 
of traffic moves within the North on class 
rates than on similar traffic within the South 
and it also shows that a larger percentage 
of the traffic within the North and between 
the South and the North moves on excep¬ 
tions ratings. The traffic within the South 
and from the South to the North moves 
predominantly on commodity rates. 

The Proposed Revised Class Rate Scale and 
Tentative Uniform Classification 

All of us are familiar with the successive 
increases in freight rates commencing July 
1, 1946, and continuing through September 
1, 1949. As a result of the increases author¬ 
ized it became necessary to revamp the first 
scale prescribed by the Commission in the 
Uniform Class Rate Case. The new scale, 
therefore, includes an increase of approxi¬ 
mately 60% in the scale originally prescribed 
by the Commission in 1945 and was sub¬ 
mitted to the railroads and the public for 
consideration on November 28, 1949. The 
shippers and the railroads have replied to 
this proposal of the Commission under date 
of June 30th. 

Position of the Railroads 

The southern railroads have accepted the 
Commission's revised scale for distances up 
to and including 600 miles and a slightly in¬ 
creased scale for distances beyond 600 
miles up to 2500 miles for application both 
within the South and between the South and 
all points east of the Mississippi River with 
the proviso that any scales established be¬ 
tween Eastern Territory and the West would 
also apply between Southern Territory and 


classification principles and are geared to 
the original scale prescribed by the Com¬ 
mission in 1945. 

The eastern railroads very definitely state 
that the proposed scale does not meet truck 
competition for the shorter hauls but have 
joined in the scale beyond 600 miles pro¬ 
posed by the southern roads. For distances 
under 600 miles they have submitted a 
somewhat lower scale and will observe rates 
for 150 miles as the minimum rate on LCL 
traffic subject to a minimum charge of $2.00 
per shipment. Their approach to the prob¬ 
lem is realistic as to short-haul traffic and no 
doubt they have the managerial right under 
the law to protect their revenues through re¬ 
ductions in rates rather than increases. The 
disturbing feature, however, with respect to 
this particular problem is that the Official 
lines by reducing the short-haul rates within 
that territory are in effect creating a valley 
which the long distance southern and west¬ 
ern shipper will find difficulty in entering. 
By the time a shipment reaches Official 
Territory it will be resting on a precipice of 
rates and this proposal might result in local¬ 
izing Official Territory against the encroach¬ 
ment of the long distance southern and 
western shipper. Under the existing rates 
differences in classification ratings and class 
rate scales mitigate this situation to some 
extent. For example—an article may be 
rated 4th class in Southern Territory and 2nd 
class in Official Territory. Thus the differ¬ 
ence in classification ratings would over¬ 
come the difference in rates. There is no 
difference under the Uniform Classification. 

The western lines individually and col¬ 
lectively have submitted voluminous data in 
opposition to the Commission's latest pro¬ 
posal and show substantial revenue losses 
based upon a re-rating of their traffic for one 
day. It was estimated that a loss of over 
$23,000,000.00 to western roads would be 
caused solely and entirely by the applica- 
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southern and eastern railroads must be con¬ 
sidered and applied against these two sets of 
class rates. The class rate scales applicable 
on items in the classification proper have 
been subjected to the 10% reduction author¬ 
ized in the interim adjustment and have 
been in effect since August 2, 1947, but this 
lower scale does not apply on shipments 
moving under exceptions ratings. 

A typical example might be cited in the 
rate from Detroit to Atlanta. The present 
first class rate on traffic moving under ex- 
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ceptions rates is 355 cents; under classifica¬ 
tion ratings 320 cents and under the rail¬ 
roads proposal 310 cents. This same rela¬ 
tive situation will be reflected in the rates 
from Chicago, Cleveland and other points 
in that section as well as from New York 
City and other eastern points. It will be 
necessary to re-rate each individual com¬ 
modity under the new tentative Uniform 
Classification and under the new scale in 
order to determine the effect upon the 
present freight charges. 

The Proposed Rates As They Affect Florida 
The Commission in its decision eliminated 
the so-called Florida Arbitrary when it 
prescribed the revised class rate scale for 
application uniformity throughout the terri¬ 
tory east of the Rocky Mountains and that 
will prove most helpful to Florida, particu¬ 
larly that part of Florida known as the 
Florida Peninsula. The major portion of 
Florida traffic, however, does not move on 
class rates. Lumber, lime, phosphate rock, 
roadway aggregates, iron and steel and 
other such basic commodities move on com¬ 
modity rates and are not involved in these 
proceedings. 

Road Machinery 

The effect of the proposed revision on 
road making machinery including drag lines 
is typical of traffic moving under classifica¬ 
tion, proper, ratings. At the present time 
these articles are rated 40% of first class. 
Under the new Uniform Classification they 
will be rated at 45% of first class. We have 
selected Galion, Ohio; Chicago, Illinois; 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Peoria, Illinois, 
as four important manufacturing points for 
this machinery. The first class rate from 
Galion to Tallahassee has been reduced 
from 372 cents to 333 cents but the rate on 
machinery remains 149 cents; from Chicago 
the first class rate reduced from 373 cents 
to 340 cents but the rate on roadway ma¬ 
chinery will be increased from 149 to 153 
cents; from Milwaukee the first class rate is 
reduced from 388 to 355 cents but the rate 
on machinery will be increased from 155 to 
160 cents; from Peoria the first class rate 
will be reduced from 364 to 330 cents but 
the rate on machinery will be increased from 
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146 to 149 cents. A similar situation with 
slight variations applies in the rates to 
Jacksonville. To points in the Florida Pen¬ 
insula such as Lakeland, Miami and Tampa 
the first class rates have been reduced from 
60 to almost 80 cents per 100 pounds but 
the rate on machinery will be reduced only 
from 7 to 10 cents per 100 pounds. 

Asphalt 

At the present time asphalt is rated 17%% 
of first class and under the new Uniform 
Classification it will be rated 20% of first 
class. Destrehan, La., and Port Wentworth, 
Ga., are manufacturing points supplying our 
North Florida territory and under the new 
basis we will have reductions of from 2 to 3 
cents per 100 pounds. The Florida Peninsula 
is supplied largely by Port Wentworth and 
the Florida ports and we have used rates 
from Tampa as typical of those ports. Be¬ 
cause of the elimination of the Florida 
Arbitrary on class rates the reductions from 
Port Wentworth will range from 4 to 10 
cents per 100 pounds and from Tampa to 
points in the Florida Peninsula the reduc¬ 
tions will range from 1 to 9 cents per 100 
pounds. The comparison from Tampa com¬ 
prehends that present rates be increased to 
the same extent as the interstate rates in lieu 
of the partial increase now in effect. 

The Commission has extended until Sep¬ 
tember 15th the time within which all inter¬ 
ested parties can submit replies to this 
latest proposal. In the meantime, we will 
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Engineer of Federal Aid 

During the month of June field reviews were made of the following projects with the 
representatives of the Bureau of Public Roads: 


Project No. 

County 

Road No. 

S-285(l) 

Gadsden 

157 

S-286(l) 

Gadsden 

268 

FI-006-l(3) 

Okaloosa 

10 

FG-020-l(4) 

Bay 

75 

S-306(l) 

Clay 

S-214 

S-271(l) 

Baker 

S-127 

S-276(l) 

Collier 

951 

S-321(l) 

Palm Beach 

S-812 

S-296(l) 

Monroe 

905 

S-300(l) 

Pasco 

54 

The following projects were 

processed to 

Roads and the projects advertised for bids 
5, 1950: 

Project No. 

County 

Road No. 

F-020-l(3) 

Bay 

75 

S-196(2) 

Orange 

S-520 

S-276(l) 

Collier 

S-951 

S-291(l) 

Indian River 

A1A 

S-271(l) 

Baker 

S-127 


Location 

Ga. St. Line to 4.3 Mi. S. 

St. Rd. 10 at Gretna to Quincy 
Milligan to Shoal River 
A. & St. A. B. RR Overpass & Approaches 
From St. Rd. 15 to W. Tocoy 
Sanderson to 4.0 Mi. N. 

St. Rd. 92 to Big Marco Pass 
From St. Rd. S-809 to Lake Osborne 
From St. Rd 5 to a point 12.0 Mi. N. 

Anclote River Br. & Approaches 

the advertising stage with the Bureau of Public 

to be received in Clearwater, Florida, on July 

Location 

Bridges between Bear Creek & Jackson Co. 
Line 

5.0 Mi. SE of Bithlo to 11.7 Mi. SE 
Between St. Rd. 92 & Big Marco Pass in Col¬ 
lier City 

Between St. Lucie Co. Line and St. Rd. No. 502 
Sanderson to 4.0 Mi. N. 


Amount of Testing Performed by the Division of Tests for the Month of June, 1950 


Materials 

Number of 
Individual 

Remarks 

Cement 

Tests 

216 

In addition 8,982 bbls. tested and in¬ 

Mixing water for concrete 

120 

spected at source. 

Fine aggregate 

299 


Coarse aggregate 

589 


Concrete 

997 

Cylinders 

Concrete 

1 

Design mix 

Concrete 

2 

Beams 

Guard Rail Posts 


Tested and inspected at the source. 

Brick 

10 


Block complete 

15 


Corrugated metal pipe 

131 


Cotton fabric 

2 


Concrete culvert pipe 

99 

In addition 38,027 lin. ft. tested and 

Reinforcing steel 

347 

inspected at source. 

In addition 71,265 lbs. tested and 

Guard rail 


inspected at source. 

998 ft. tested and inspected at source. 

Limerock 

6,738 


Paints 

58 


Bituminous materials 

609 


Mineral aggregates 

126 


Bituminous pavement (Lab.) 

17 


Bituminous mixtures 

152 


Bituminous mixtures 

6 

Design mixes 

Stabilities 

32 

Hubbard-Field 

Soils 

748 


Untreated piling 

6,370 lin. ft. 


Untreated lumber 

218,972 FBM 


Treated piling 

7 265 lin. ft. 


Treated lumber 

212,916 FBM 


Expansion joint material 

_ 

3,000 lin. ft. tested and inspected at 

Transport tanks 


the source. 

8 calibrated 

Asphalt distributors 


2 calibrated 

Base Thicknesses 

708 

Limerock 

Base widths 

708 

Limerock 

Pavement thicknesses 

881 

Bituminous pavement 

Pavement widths 

881 

Bituminous pavement 

Straight-edge and Template 

84.35 miles 
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have an opportunity to determine the effect 
upon the moving traffic by applying the new 
classification ratings and the scales proposed 
by both the Commission and by the several 
groups of railroads. Only by re-rating each 
individual movement can any accurate meas¬ 
ure of changes in rates or changes be de¬ 
termined. 

The Railroad and Classification Commit¬ 
tees have performed a Herculean task and 
have accomplished a splendid job in bringing 
into the Uniform Classification the many 
pages of exceptions ratings applicable within 
and between the nine rate making territories. 
There are different ratings on the same 
commodities in many instances within and 
between some of these territories. These ex¬ 
ceptions ratings were also consolidated with 
the ratings carried in the classification, 
proper. It was necessary through all of this 
procedure to preserve the revenue of the 
railroads on traffic moving on ratings in the 


classification, proper, and on exceptions rat¬ 
ings. These classification changes have been 
worked out on a give and take basis. If the 
rate on any given commodity happens to be 
reduced under the new rates and classifica¬ 
tion the shipper of that commodity is for¬ 
tunate. On the other hand, if the rate should 
be increased on any given commodity that 
would be his contribution to uniformity. 
Taking into consideration the wide differ¬ 
ences in the class rate levels applicable with¬ 
in and between the three principal classifica¬ 
tion territories and the differences in the 
classification and exceptions ratings within 
each of those territories perhaps one may 
gain a faint conception of the magnitude of 
the task. 

We should have a final decision from the 
Commission during the late Fall and can 
anticipate that our rate structure will under¬ 
go many changes and, in some instances, be 
in a state of flux. 
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Typical Miami publicity photograph is this one of pretty Mary Jane Mills waving at 
the cameraman as she rides a motorboat over Biscayne Bay. That s the city s skyline 


in the background. 


MIAMI’S PUBLICITY PAID OFF 

(Continued from Page 11) 
states that a part of a small island on 
the Philippines, a tiny sliver on the 
Indo-Chinese coast and a tiny portion 
of the west coast of Africa are the 
only places that have a climate similar 
to Miami’s. 

So in 54 years, promotion and cli¬ 
mate have built Miami and although 
it’s hard to predict an accurate future, 
one thing is sure—the story about 
Dade County during the Hayes-Tilden 
presidential election of 1876 never will 
be repeated. 

There was a tie in the national elec¬ 
tion as well as in the state of Florida 
that year. But Dade County had not 



Seminole Indian brave, Sam Huff, still 
resides in Miami where he now is af¬ 
filiated with a commercialized Indian 
village. He was a grown man before 
Miami was incorporated 54 years ago. 


been heard from and its returns could 
decide the state race as well as the 
national. But news was slow in com¬ 
ing. Weeks went by and no word. 
The nation hung in an agony of su¬ 
spense. Finally, it was learned that 
the returns had been given to ex-gov¬ 
ernor Gleason for mailing and he had 
gone hunting in the Everglades with 
the returns in his pocket, forgetting to 
mail them. 

But prior to his return, Marse 
Henry Watterson, publisher of the 
Louisville Courier-Journal wrote, 
“Where in the hell is Dade County?” 
At that time no one knew. 

Today—Miami is the seat of Dade 
County and although it is only 54 
years old it has established itself as 
one of the most progressive cities in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Miami’s publicity paid off. 


There are 40,000 kinds of fish 
known to science. 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

MEETING HELD AT CLEARWATER, JULY 3, 1950 


Pursuant to agreement and announcement, 
the Members of the State Road Department 
of Florida met at Clearwater, Florida, on 
the 3rd day of July, 1950, for the purpose of 
attending to all business coming before them 
at that time. Chairman A. A. McKethan 
and Members J. Glover Taylor, M. G. Nelson 
and T. P. Drake were present. Also, R. M. 
Hartsfield, Secretly .John W. McWhirter 
and David V. Kerns, Attorneys, Sam P. 
Turnbull, State High Engineer, and others 
of the Engineering Staff and Office Person¬ 
nel asked to be present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNK 15-1(5 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the minutes of the meeting held at 
Panama City on June 15-16 were approved 
and ordered recorded. 

COUNTIES REQUESTED TO OBTAIN 
RIGHT OF WAY 

Routine resolutions requesting and author¬ 
izing the counties to acquire the necessary 
right of way were adopted covering the 
following sections of road: 

Collier, S-S40, 0354, from SR 28 near center 
of S 17, T 48 S, R 30 E, NE’ly and E‘ly to 
Hendry Co. Line. 

Franklin, 30, 4904, from point in Sec. 14, 
T 7 S, R 4 W, E 4 ly to point in Sec. 7, T 7 S, 
R 3 W. 

Hamilton, S-51, 3251, from SR 6 in Jasper 
N’ly to Georgia State Line. 

Hillsborough, S-587, 1052, from Florida Ave. 
N of Tampa, NW’ly to Pasco Co. Line. 

Holmes, 10, 5201, from SR 79 in Bonifay 
E’ly to Washingto nCo. Line. 

Holmes, S-179, 5251, from SR 181 in Wes- 
ville NW’ly to No. line of Sec. 13, T 5 N, 
R 17 W. 

Indian River, S-611, 8852, from St. Lucie 
Co. Line at SE Cor. of Sec. 33, T 33 S, R 39 
E, N’ly to SR 60. 

Palm Beach, 5, 9302, from Lucerne Ave. 
N’ly along existing SR 5 to 5th Ave. North 
in Lake Worth. 

Polk, 600, 1610, from SR 600 and Wabash 
Ave. North to North St., E’ly along North 
St. and south shore of Lake Parker to SR 
600 near East City Limits of Lakeland. 

St. Lucie, 68, 9407, from West line to East 
line of Sec. 10, T 35 S, R 39 E. 

Washington, 10, 6101, from Holmes Co. 
Line E’ly to SR 77 in Chipley. 

Washington, S-273, 6161, from Gilbert’s Mill 
N’ly to Orange Hill. 

Washington, S-280, 6153, from SR 79 E’ly 
to SR 277. 

Marion, 25 & 500, 3601, from SR 35 in Belle- 
view to W line of Govt. Lot 2, Sec. 29, T 15 
S, R 22 E. 


SPECIAL. TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for special traffic regulations and in each 
case reviewed the report of the traffic in¬ 
vestigation and the recommendation of the 
Engineer for that particular location. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Taylor, the following resolution w~s 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that in each of the 
cases listed below the recommendation of the 
Traffic Engineer be and it is hereby ap¬ 
proved, and authority given for the placing 
of proper signs as needed: 

Alachua, 26-200, intersection in Orange 
Heights. Flash Beacon. 

Escambia, 10-A, Kirk St. in Pensacola. 
Stop signs.St. 

Gulf, 22-71, intersection in Wewahitchka. 
Special Signs. 

Jefferson, 10, Cherry St. in Monticello. 
Stop Signs.St. 

Jefferson, 10, Mulberry in Monticello. Stop 
Signs-St. 

Jefferson, 10, Dogwood in Monticello. Stop 
Signs-St. 

Jefferson, 10, Walnut in Monticello. Stop 
Signs-St. 

Lake, 500, Drive-in Theater Fruitland 
Park. Flash Beacon. 

Orange, 426, Town of Goldenrod. 35 MPH 
Zone. 

Putnam, 15, Town of Bostwick. Speed 
Zone. Not Warranted. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W 

RESERVATIONS IN MURPHY ACT 

DEEDS REQUESTED BY I. I. BOARD 

The Board gave consideration to the rec¬ 
ommendation of the Engineer on the re¬ 
quests from the Trustees of the Interal Im¬ 
provement Fund for release of right of way 
reservations in Murphy Act deeds and parts 
thereof, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, sec¬ 
onded by Mr. Drake, authorized action as 
set out in each case listed below: 

Alachua, 1871, 25, release all except within 
50 feet each side Centerline. 

Hillsborough, 1131, 587, release all except 
within 50 feet each side of Centerline. 


Nassau, 62, 15, release all except within 40 
feet each side of Centerline. 

St. Lucie, 157, 70, release all except within 
50 feet each side centerline. 

RECONVEYANCE OF PART OF SUB¬ 
MERGED LANDS R IV SEC. 9317 SR 717 

The Board received a request from the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
for the reconveyance of a portion of the 
submerged lands conveyed to the Depart¬ 
ment on October 28, 1946, for right of way 
for ’Section 9317, State Road 717, Palm Beach 
County. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board authorized the Chairman 
and the Secretary to execute the proper in¬ 
strument conveying to the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund that portion of 
said right of way including and lying south 
cf a tract now under lease of the Trustees 
to Raymond Rector et al, subject to reser¬ 
vation of perpetual easement for right cf 
way purposes and the further provision that 
no structure not now existing shall be con¬ 
structed or maintained within 30 feet of the 
centerline of the existing bridge. 

INSTRUMENT TO CLEAR TITLE TO 
CERTAIN LOTS IN INLET SHORES 
SECTION 9308, STATE ROAD 703 

PALM BEACH COUNTY _ 

The Board received a request from Staf¬ 
ford B. Beach for appropriate instrument 
clearing cloud on title to lots in Inlet Shores 
Subdivision on fill between the U. S. meander 
line in Lake Worth, arising out of a deed 
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund granted to the State Road Department 
June 30, 1947, which included portions of 
platted lots not required as right cf way. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board authorized the Chairman 
and Secretary to execute on behalf of the 
Department the proper paper to clear the 
record. 

WELCOME EXTENDED TO BOARD BY 
LOCAL OFFICIALS 

At this time Chairman McKethan recog¬ 
nized Chairman Andrew Potter and other 
Members of the Board of County Commis- 
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sioners of Pinellas County, W. A. McMullen, 
County Engineer, and Mr. Paul Ficht, Secre¬ 
tary-Manager of the Clearwater Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Mr. Potter expressed his pleasure at hav¬ 
ing the Road Board and others as their 
guests and thanked the Department for what 
is being done for Pinellas County. Mr. 
Chestnut, Vice-Chairman of the Board of 
County Commissioners, also extended wel¬ 
come to all present, and Mr. Ficht in assur¬ 
ing them of their welcome to Clearwater 
offered his services in any way he could be 
of help. 

AGREEMENT WITH FEC RY. FOR 
WATER MAIN UNDER TRACKS NEAR 
SHARPES FOR SRI) CAMP 8539 
COCOA, FLORIDA 

Upon motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted: 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the State 
Road Department of Florida it is deemed 
advisable and necessary for the State c f 
Florida, acting by and through the said 
State Road Department to obtain from 
Scott M. Loftin and John W. Martin, as 
Trustees of the property of Florida East 
Coast Railway Company, and not individ¬ 
ually, the right and privilege to install, 
maintain and use a subgrade water pipe 
line crossing on that part of the right of 
way and property of sail Railway in Bre¬ 
vard County, Florida, at the location de¬ 
scribed as follows: 

A subgrade 1% inch galvanized steel water 
carrier pipe line extending east and wejt 
across the right of way and under the tracks 
of the Railway near Sharpes, Florida, at a 
point located 1830 feet southerly from the 
Railway’s Mile Post No. 166 from Jacks n- 
ville, Florida, the portion of said carrier pipe 
line 50.0 feet in length, being 25.0 feet in 
length on each side of the common center 
line between the Railway’s northbound and 
southbound main tracks, being installed in 
a 4 inch steel casing pipe, said right of way 
of the Railway having a total width of 100.0 


feet at this location, being 50.0 feet in 
width on each side of the center line of said 
northbound main track. 

All as shown colored yellow upon blue 
print of part of the Railway’s plan V2-Sllb, 
dated May 24, 1950 attached to said agree¬ 
ment and by reference thereto made a part 
hereof, 

according to the further terms and condi¬ 
tions as set forth by and described in copy 
of proposed agreement now on file in the 
office of the Secretary of the State Road 
Department of Florida; 

AND WHEREAS, said Trustees of Florida 
East Coast Railway Company have sub¬ 
mitted form of contract between said 
Trustees and The State Road Department 
of Florida for the privilege of installing, 
maintaining and using said subgrade water 
pipe line, and WHEREAS, said contract has 
been approved by the attorney at law of 
this Department, John W. McWhirter, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department of Florida as 
follow: 

1. That The State Road Department cj 
Florida, a body corporate of the State cf 
Florida, does hereby agree to and enters 
into an agreement with Scott M. Loftin and 
John W. Martin, as Trustees of the property 
of Florida East Coast Railway Company, 
and not individually, wherein and whereby 
The State Road Department of Florida is 
given the right and privilege to install, 
maintain and use subgrade water pipe line 
at the location above described, upon the 
conditions and terms, all as set forth and 
contained in copy of proposed agreement 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

2. That Alfred A. McKethan, as Chairman 
of the State Road Department of Florida 
with the attestation of R. M. Hartsfield, as 
Secretary of this Department, be and they 
hereby are each authorized and directed to 
execute said agreement for and on behalf 
of said Department, and to submit the same 
for execution by the Trustees of Florida 
East Coast Railway Company. 


3. That this resolution shall take effect 
immediately upon its passage. 

REPORT ON LAWFUL SPEED SIGNS 
Mr. Kratzert reported that 650 of the new 
Lawful Speed signs of the standard small 
size had been erected just outside the city 
limits of municipalities over the State and 
55 of the large signs placed at points at the 
state line. He said he believed they were 
already proving their value. Chairman Me 
Kethan advised the Board that Colonal 
Kirkman of the Department of Public 
Safety had given the report that the signs 
had been well received by the public and 
that a decrease in traffic accidents had 
already been noted. 

POINTERS ON SECONDARY SYSTEM 
Mr. H. W. Overstreet, Administrative 
Assistant to the State Highway Engineer, 
gave a report on his recent visit to the 
North Carolina Highway Department, with 
special reference to the Secondary System, 
and said he brought back much detailed in¬ 
formation which he thought would be of 
benefit to the Department. 

PERSONNEL FOR DADE COUNTY 
TRAFFIC SURVEY 

Mr. Frank Giles, Personnel Director, re¬ 
ported on his recent visit to Miami in con¬ 
nection with employment of personnel to 
handle the Dade County Traffic Survey, 
and expressed the belief that some good 
men had been picked for the job, which was 
expected to get under way by the 6th. 

FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Mr. W. A. Williams, Auditor, gave a re¬ 
port on the financial situation of the De¬ 
partment and said that gasoline collections 
had run to sixteen million dollars as of that 
date. 

SPECIAL DIVISIONS FOR URBAN 
SURVEYS AND FOR JACKSONVILLE 
PROJECT 

The Chairman advised the Board it had 
seemed advisable to set up a special division 
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to handle urban surveys. Also, that because 
of the “bigness'’ of the Jacksonville Project, 
on the recommendation of the State High¬ 
way Engineer a s pecial division had been 
set up to handle this work out of the Talla¬ 
hassee office, separate from the District 
office at Lake City. 

FIVE DAY WEEK APPLIED TO 
FIELD EMPLOYEES 
When the question cf making the five- 
day week system apply to field employees it 
was decided that a committee composed of 
the State Highway Engineer and his Ad¬ 
ministrative Assistant, the District Engi¬ 
neers, State Engineer of Maintenance, and 
the Secretary would make a study of the 
matter and present a recommendation to 
the Chairman. On motion of Mr. Drake, 
seconded by Mr. Nelson, authority was given 
to the Chairman to do whatever he con¬ 
sidered necessary to put into effect the 
recommendation of the above committee re¬ 
garding the five day week for field per¬ 
sonnel. 

REORGANIZATION OF 
RIGHT OF WAY DIVISION 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, studies made of the right of 
way problems encountered by this Depart¬ 
ment, followed by a number of discussions 
between the Board Members and the Attor¬ 
neys for the Department, have resulted in 
the recommendation that a reorganization 
of the Right of Way Division should be 
made, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the reorganization of the Division of 
Right of Way be put into effect, set up as 
follows: That the overall Division shall be 
in charge of a Director, with the work of 
said Division to be divided and set up under 
an Engineer of Right of Way, an Attorney 
of Right of Way, and a Chief Right of Way 
Agent, respectively, effective as of August 1, 
1950, and that the Chairman be and he is 


authorized to select and appoint a proper 
person to so organize and direct the Division. 
CITY OF FORT WALTON—PERMIT FOR 

WATER MAIN TO BE SUSPENDED 
FROM BRIDGE SR 85 

Consideration was given to the request 
from the City of Fort Walton for a permit 
to suspend a water main from bridge over 
Cinco (Five Mile) Bayou, Section 5704, State 
Road 85. Following discussion and recom¬ 
mendations from the engineers as to the 
various ways the main might be suspended 
from the bridge, if the Board saw fit to 
grant the permit, on motion of Mr. Nelson, 
seconded by Mr. Drake, the following reso¬ 
lution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that permit will be 
granted to the City of Fort Walton for sus¬ 
pending a 6” or 8” cast iron water main 
from the bridge on State Road 85 across 
Cinco (Five Mile) Bayou, subject to a per¬ 
mit being obtained from the War Depart¬ 
ment, and subject to the method of attach¬ 
ing said main to the bridge being approved 
by the State Highway Engineer. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Department cooperate wtih the City of Fort 
Walton by furnishing any information re¬ 
quired for their application to the War De¬ 
partment for such permit. 

AGREE MENT WITH STATE BOARD OF 
PARKS RE WAYSIDE PARKS 

The Chairman advised the Board that the 
Florida Board of Parks and Historic 
Memorials is cooperating with the Depart¬ 
ment in the matter of plans for the develop¬ 
ment of the Florida Keys and for a proposed 
wayside park on Anastasia Island on Road 
A1A south of St. Augustine, and that he had 
conferred with representatives of the Park 
Board with regard to a joint effort by the 
Road Department and the Park Board in 
the development of all wayside parks the 
Department decides to build. He said that 
Mr. John D. Pennekamp, Chairman, and Mr. 


Lewis Scoggin, Director of the Park Board 
had assured him of their interest and 
pledged their assistance in developing the 
wayside park program. He explained that 
it was his idea that the Department propose 
to construct such parks at sites to be se¬ 
lected or approved by the Park Board and 
according to the individual plan and design 
prepared for each location by the Park 
Board. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Chairman’s proposed plan for 
developing the wayside park program with 
the assistance of the State Board of Parks 
met with the approval of the Road Board 
and he was given authority to proceed at 
his discretion. 

RE PASSES FOR WILDLIFE OFFICERS 
OVER OVERSEAS HIGHWAY 

The Board gave consideration to the re¬ 
quest from Mr. Coleman Newman, Director 
of the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis¬ 
sion, that free passes be given to the officers 
employed by that Commission when they 
are traveling through the toll district of 
the Overseas Road and Toll Bridge District 
on official business. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that when State 
Agencies certify to this Department the 
names of any of their representatives who 
have need to travel on official business into 
or through the toll district of the Overseas 
Road and Toll Bridge District, the Chairman 
of this Department be and he is hereby au¬ 
thorized to approve and transmit said names 
to the Overseas Road and Toll Bridge Dis¬ 
trict Manager, with the request that said 
officials be allowed free passage into or 
through the toll district when traveling upon 
official business. 

REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO TIE 
DIKES INTO ROADWAY SR 60 
The Board received requests from C. C. 
Peters of Lake Wales and from Consolidated 


REST AND PLAY IN THE SUNSHINE 


Littleford Bros. Buffalo Springfield Austin-Western 

Asphalt Equipment Rollers Grader-Sweepers 


WRITE, WIRE OR CALL 

Alar a - VUta J3each Court 

RIGHT ON THE GULF OF MEXICO 
12 Miles West of Panama City, Florida 

OPEN YEAR-ROUND 

GEO. C. COWGILL, Jr. & Sr. 


M. D. MOODY & SONS, INC. 

ROAD BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION 
MACHINERY 


LeRoi 

Air Compressors 

Waukesha 
Engines & Parts 


MOST 



MKAVY-DUTY 

ingines 


Michigan Power Shovel Co. 
Truck Cranes 

Chain Belt Company 
Mixers & Pumps 


RIVERSIDE VIADUCT 


PHONE 4-5571 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


R. W. UNDERWOOD & SONS 

Rough and Dressed Lumber — Building Material of All Kinds 
HAMMOCK ROAD PHONE 194 BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 


PINELLAS LUMBER COMPANY, Not Inc. 

A COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLY SERVICE 

Designed to Serve Developers of 

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 

ST. PETERSBURG — FLORIDA — CLEARWATER 


Thirty-eight 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 

































Naval Stores Company, Sebring, for permis¬ 
sion to connect likes to the State roadway 
at points on Section 1613, State Road 60, 
near Kissimmee River, where said parties 
propose to do- certain ditching, diking and 
pumping in order to effect desirable drain¬ 
age improvements, along with the recom¬ 
mendations offered by the Department’s 
District Engineer, H. E. Lewis, and the 
Drainage Engineer, Arthur West. 

On motion by Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the Board approved the granting of 
the permission requested, provided all work 
is done in conformity with the plans set out 
in the letter of Mr. A. L. West to the State 
Highway Engineer under date of June 14, 
1950, and without cost to the Department. 

GILCHRIST COUNTY REQUESTS SRI) 
TO CUT TREES ON SR 341 

The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Gilchrist 
County requesting the Department to cut 
certain trees on SRD Parcel No. 29, part of 
the right of way obtained by said County 
for Section 3102, State Road 341, and sup¬ 
porting such request by the claim that the 
County was required to pay an excessive 
price for said trees, which many of their 
citizens considered an injustice to the Coun¬ 
ty taxpayers if the trees were permitted to 
be left standing. 

Upon the recommendation of the Engi¬ 
neer, who said he could see no valid reason 
for cutting the trees at this time, on motion 
of Mr. Taylor and seconded by Mr. Drake, 
the Board agreed to deny the request. 

DELEGATIONS AND REQUESTS 
Dade County 

Request for Funds for Thirty-sixth 
Street Bridge 

Chairman Hugh Peters, of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Dade County, told 
the Road Board that his county appreciated 
the work that has been set up in the budget 
for this year and they realized the projects 
could not get under way until the right of 
way has been secured. He said that it was 
difficult to obtain right of way in Dade 
County, but they were working on it. 

He spoke of the 36th Street Bridge and 
advised that costs of materials and labor 
had advanced so much since the County 
issued bonds for this bridge that they would 
be short of funds; that whereas they had 
$495 000 for this purpose, it would now re¬ 
quire from $585,000 to $590,000 to complete 
the project. He presented a resolution 
adopted by the Dade County Commissioners 
on June 29, 1950 asking the Department to 
pledge to Dade County at this time the pay¬ 
ment out of unobligated 80 percent surplus 
gasoline taxes that will accrue to the credit 
of said county during the calendar year 
1951, for the additional cost of the construc¬ 
tion of the proposed bascule bridge over 
Miami Canal on State Road No. 272, (Thirty- 
sixth Street) of an amount not to exceed 
the sum of $92,000, payments on account 
thereof to be made as and when requested 
by the County, after said County shall have 
expended therefor the bond moneys avail¬ 
able therefor, that is, approximately $495,- 
000.00, such expenditure to be evidenced by a 
certificate to be furnished the Department 
by the County. 

Request for Pledge of 1951 Funds Granted 
On motion of Mr. Nelson seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board approved the request con¬ 
tained in the resolution of Dade County 
described above, and the Chairman took ad¬ 
vantage of the time to express his apprecia¬ 
tion for the fine cooperation the Depart¬ 
ment has received from the Board of County 
Commissioners of Dade County. 

Highlands County 

Senator James W. Moore spoke to the 
Board and said that Highlands County did 
not want to jeopardize State Road 64 be¬ 
cause of right of way troubles, and stated 
he believed they could work it out if the 
Department would send a representative 
down to try to reach a reasonable settlement 
with the owners; otherwise, he suggested 
that it be handled through condemnation 
suit. 


Hillsborough County 

Those present from Hillsborough County 
were Messrs. Alvin H. Hinson of Plant City 
and Anant J. Labadie of Tampa, who pre¬ 
sented a number of petitions containing a 
great many signatures, asking the Depart¬ 
ment to construct at some appropriate place 
on the Courtney Campbell Parkway a suit¬ 
able memorial to Captain Ben Davis, as a 
lasting tribute to his efforts toward the 
construction of the said causeway. By 
agreement of the Board this request was re¬ 
ferred to the Chairman and the Attorney 
for study and recommendation. 

Mr. Ed. W. Carroll, County Engineer of 
Hillsborough County, registered as present 
at the meeting but made no request. 

COURTNEY CAMPBELL, FORMER 
BOARD MEMBER, PRESENT 

Chairman McKethan recognized Mr. 
Courtney Campbell, former Board Member 
from the First District, in the audience and 
invited him to stand that those present 
might see him. Mr. Campbell pledged his 
cooperation at all times and made the com¬ 
ment that the Board was doing a grand job. 
The Chairman commended Mr. Campbell on 
the fine service he rendered as a Board 
Member and his spirit of cooperation, both 
before and since the Chairman became a 
Member of the Road Board. 

FLORIDA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

The following delegation from the Florida 
Cattlemen’s Association appeared: W. M. 
Larkin, Chairman, Dade City; Ledley Ware, 
Lakeland; Horace Miley, Lithia, and J. P. 
Starkey, Largo. 

Mr. Larkin said they felt honored to ap¬ 
pear before the Road Department and made 
the statement that if some serious study 
could be given to the question of under¬ 
passes for range cattle he though it would 
be one of the most constructive steps the 
Administration could leave to the people of 
Florida. “We believe in safety for the high¬ 
ways,” he said, “all of us come from counties 


that have had cattle off the highways for a 
long time.” He pointed out the growth of 
the cattle industry and said that from a 
safety angle he believed the cost of under¬ 
passes would be repaid many times over. 
He also suggested the benefits to the Road 
Department in obtaining right of way, if it 
were understood that underpasses would be 
constructed for the purpose of balancing 
the distribution of cattle on grazing y lands. 
He closed his remarks with an invitation to 
the Road Board to attend a barbecue supper 
at Cummer Ranch, near Dade City, the fol¬ 
lowing Friday night. 

Mr. Ware told the Board Members he 
knew they could not commit themselves to 
build a large number of underpasses, but he 
said there were places where they were 
necessary. 

Mr. Miles said that the number of cattle 
raised in Florida was on the increase and he 
believed it would continue to go up, but that 
cattle could not be raised extensively on 
just one side of a road. He predicted that 
there would always be a problem of trans¬ 
ferring cattle across highways. 

Mr. Larkin spoke concerning practical 
construction, and said that in his opinion 
underpasses should never be built less than 
ten feet high and that they should be located 
where a pickup truck could pass through. 

The Chairman advised the delegation that 
the Department would give serious study to 
this subject, to see what could be provided. 
At this time the resolutions of the Boards 
of County Commissioners of Pinellas and 
Seminole County, respectively, giving their 
endorsement to the request of the Florida 
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State Cattlemen’s Association were brought 
to the attention of the Board. 

REQUEST FOR EXCHANGE OF LAND 
AT ENTRANCE TO KEY WEST 
Mr. S. Pierre Robineau, Attorney, Miami, 
presented to the Board a request for" the 
exchange of land at the intersection of the 
Overseas Highway with Roosevelt Boulevard 
in Key West. Upon an explanation of the 
matter, the Board approved the request. 
However, subsequently, the Board withdrew 
the approval and deferred the matter, pend¬ 
ing a more complete investigation. 

FERNANDINA FORT AUTHORITY- 
BONDS FOR TOFU ROAD 
The Board considered the request of the 
Fernandina Port Authority and Senator A. 
G. McArthur of Fernandina for the Depart¬ 
ment’s approval for the issuance by the 
Port Authority of an additional $100,000 of 
pari passu bonds for the completion and 
putting into operation of the toll road (State 
Road 105), which is covered by the lease- 
purchase agreement between the Depart¬ 
ment and the Authority dated October 21, 
1948. 

Upon motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the Board adopted a resolution 
approving the issuance of an additional 
$100,000 pari passu bonds, subject to the ap¬ 
proval from a legal and fiscal aspect by the 
Department’s Attorneys. 

ENGINEER REPORTS PROGRESS MADE 
ON ANNUAL BUDGET ALSO 
E M PLOYM E N T SITU A TIO N 
The State Highway Engineer again re¬ 
ported to the Board his inability to secure 
trained engineering personnel in the num¬ 
bers needed to initiate projects in the budget 
fast enough to keep the work current with 
the time. He told them that he had resorted 
to every means known to him and he asked 
for their advice. He sprke of the progress 
made on the budget to date, and led in a 
general discussion covering the working out 
of the balance of the program. He reported 
that more than half of the budget had 
gotten under way, which had been possible, 
he said, by taking emergency action. He en¬ 
larged on this statement by explaining that 
much of this progress was the result of 
measures previously discussed with the 
Members and approved by the Chairman, of 
making use of State forces and renting the 
necessary equipment from various contrac¬ 
tors, where the Department’s equipment was 
insufficient. He advised them that this 
method had proven extremely beneficial in 
getting work under way and had also 
effected a great savins: of time and man 
hours in detailed planning and engineering. 


The Board Members entered into a gen¬ 
eral discussion of the budget program and 
gave particular consideration to the use of 
State forces. The State Highway Engineer 
was again instructed to exhaust every possi¬ 
ble effort to obtain the needed qualified 
engineering personnel, and the employment 
of persons outside the State was authorized 
if sufficient qualified personnel could not 
be found in Florida. 

The Engineer said that since more than 
50 percent of the 1950 Budget program had 
now been initiated, it was expected that 
plans and specifications would be made 
available for practically all remaining proj¬ 
ects during the latter months, so that bids 
might be received and contracts awarded. 

Recognizing the acute need for Secondary 
roads, and the earnest desire of the Depart¬ 
ment to fulfill its pledges, it was agreed 
that the Secondary Road Program for the 
year should get under construction and that 
all engineering efforts reasonably possible 
should be directed toward the Secondary 
Program during the remainder of July and 
August, and that the next letting to be 
scheduled should be primarily for Secondary 
roads. It was further agreed that, as the 
pressure of the road program is eased and 
as the engineering staff is able to keep 
current the preparation of plans and speci¬ 
fications, the Department would resume its 
former regular practice of letting all jobs 
possible to contract. 


MEETING RECESSED UNTIL THE 5TH 
At this time, by common agreement, the 
meeting was adjourned fo rthe day, to re¬ 
convene on Wednesday morning, July 5. 

SESSION ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 5 
Pursuant to adjournment on Monday. 
July 3, the State Road Department convened 
again on Wednesday morning, July 5, with 
all Members present, as follows: Chairman 
Alfred A. McKethan, and Members J. Glover 
Taylor, Merrill P. Barber, Marion G. Nelson 
and Trusten P. Drake. The Attorneys, State 
Highway Engineer, R. M. Hartsfield, Secre¬ 
tary, and other personnel which were pres¬ 
ent on Monday were also in attendance. 

OPENING OF BIDS 
When the hour of tenthirty arrived, other 
business was suspended long enough for the 
opening of bids as advertised. 

ROAD IN LIBERTY COUNTY— 
BRISTOL TO RIVER 
Mr. Nelson, Member from the Third Dis¬ 
trict, brought up for discussion the matter 
of improving the road n Liberty County 
from Bristol to the Apalachicola River, at 
point known as Port Bristol, known locally 
as the Hucker-Summers Extension. A tele¬ 
gram was also received from Senator 
Luther Tucker in behalf of this road, saying 
it was a project important to and greatly 
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desired by the citizens of Bristol and Liberty 
County. The Board felt that this would re¬ 
quire action on the part rf the Board of 
County Commissioners, with probable de¬ 
ferment until next year. 

Brevard County 

Hbn. C. Sweet Smith, Jr., County Commis¬ 
sioner, and Representative-elect William G. 
Akridge came from Brevard County. They 
thanked the Board for the contract let on 
Road 520 and then presented their request 
that immediate consideration be given to 
the road leading west from Eau Gallie, 
which they said was rapidly going to pieces. 

Broward County 

County Commissioner Tony Salvino and 
delegation appeared in the interest of road 
matters in Broward County. 

Sarasota County 

Chairman W. S. Harris and Messrs. W. L. 
Woodard, John L. Houle and W. C. McLeod, 
Members of the Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners of Sarasota County, appeared to 
make two requests: (1) That the Depart¬ 
ment take over and maintain the South 
Bridge from the mainland to Casey's Key, 
State Road 789, which they said was the 
only drawbridge in the County not main¬ 
tained by the State; (2) That one mile of 
the road south of this bridge be also taken 
over for maintenance. 

RECESS 

At this time the meeting was recessed, to 
convene again at 6 P. M. at Lang Field, in 
St. Petersburg. 

SESSION IN ST. PETERSBURG 

At 6 o’clock P. M. on Wednesday after¬ 
noon, July 5, the Chairman called the meet¬ 
ing to order on the grounds of Lang Field, 
St. Petersburg, where pursuant to previous 
announcement several thousand persons had 
gathered for the opening of bids on the first 
section of the Pinellas-Manatee Tampa Bay 
Highway Crossing. The Chairman called 
the roll and all Members were present. Also 
present were, Hon. John W. McWhirter, 
Attorney, L. A. Fraleigh, Assistant Secre¬ 
tary, and others of the Department’s per¬ 
sonnel. 

DEPARTMENT ENDORSES AND 

SUPPORTS PANAMA CITY BRIDGE 
On motion by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the State Road Department 
of Florida has heretofore approved con¬ 
struction by the Panama City Improvement 
Commission of a bridge across St. Andrews 
Bay from the vicinity of the foot of Harri¬ 
son Avenue to Red Fish Point as being of 
benefit to and consistent with the general 
plan of development of this area and the 
State of Florida; and 
WHEREAS, the construction of such a 
bridge will relieve motor traffic congestion 
on State Road 30 (U. S. 98), will afford a 
better and safer access to Tyndall Field and 
the adjacent areas, will provide an addi¬ 
tional scenic drive for the motoring public 
and will open up new territory for develop¬ 
ment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the construction of the bridge referred 
to above has the full support and approval 
of the State Road Department of Florida, 
and the Panama City Improvement Commis¬ 
sion is respectfully urged to take all neces¬ 
sary steps to bring this project to an early 
and successful realization. 

OPENING OF BIDS ON 
PINELLAS-MANATEE BRIDGE 
Other business having been concluded, the 
Chairman announced that at exactly seven 
o’clock, Eastern Standard Time, according 
to the watch of Mr. John Phillips, President 
of the Florida Roadbuilders’ Association, 
bids would be opened for the first part of 
the work on the Pinellas-Manatee Bridge 
Project. 

Exactly at 7:00 P. M. the Chairman an¬ 
nounced the closing of acceptance of bids 
on the Pinellas-Manatee Bridge, pursuant 
to due advertisement, and the Department 
personnel began to open and check the bids. 
When all bids had been opened and checked, 
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the Chairman read out the name of each 
bidder and the amount of that bid, and 
then announced the apparent low bidders 
and amounts, as follows: 

State Project Job No. 1517-176, Road No. 
55, Pinellas County, between Maximo Pdnt 
and a point approximately 4.66 miles South, 
hydraulic embankment—Atlantic Dredging 
and Construction Company, Satsuma, Flor¬ 
ida—$338,200.00. 

State Project Job No. 1517-177, Road No. 
55, Pinellas County, Structure “A” located 
approximately 0.84 mile south of Maximo 
Point, consisting of twenty-eight 36-foot 
concrete deck girder spans on concrete pile 
bents; one electrically operated bascule 
span; and incidental items. Structure "B” 
located approximately 2.99 miles south of 
Maximo Point, consisting of forty 36-foot 
concrete deck girder spans on concrete pile 
bents; one 82foot steel I-beam span on con¬ 
crete pile bents; and incidental items—The 
Hendry Corporation, Rattlesnake, Florida— 
$838,940.00. 

GOVERNOR WARREN ADDRESSES 
CROWD 

At this time the Road Board and the 
crowd attending the bid opening were hon¬ 
ored wit han address by Governor Fuller 
Warren, who spoke regarding this and other 
important projects of the State Road De¬ 
partment. 

NEXT MEETING 

While no definite date was set for the next 
meeting, it was understood that both the 
next meeting and the date for the letting 
would be set by the Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the meeting was adjourned. 


Fish can hear very well. Their ears 
are hidden in their heads. 


ADVERTISERS' INDEX 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co.-- 32 

Armston & Co., Inc., W. H.—. 34 

Armco Drainage & Metal Products .23 

Atlanta & St. Andrews Bay Line . 40 

Airdrome Park ..... 41 

Asphalt Paving Company —. 40 

Adams & Murphy Contracting Co. —. 42 

Aquatite Tile Co. —.— 29 

Benton Construction Co., John A.. 20 

Brewer Company of Florida .—. 36 

Booker & Company ........ 23 

Butler Chevrolet Co., Inc. 19 

Bank of Blountstown ... 22 

Connell & Schultz .... 23 

Cogswell, A. R. . 17 

Cleary Bros. Construction Co.... 23 

Crystal Ice Works ....— 35 

Churchwell Co., J. H... 23 

Carr Creosoting Co., M. J... 41 

Cardkoff & Company .... 24 

Commercial Office Supply . 35 

Crowder & Son, H. L. ...—.. 20 

Churchwell, J. E...—. 17 

Drainage Machinery & Supply Co.. 25 

Drew Company, H. & W. B. 39 

Dothan Ice Cream Company _.. 20 

Duke Lumber Company .... 22 

Ewell Engineering & Contracting Co. _ 34 

Franklin Arms Hotel ._.. 21 

Florida Crushed Stone Co... 40 

Florida-Georgia Tractor Co.. 44 

Floridan Hotel ..... 35 

Florida Portland Cement Co. ... 34 

Florida Power & Light Co. .... 15 

Florida Concrete Pipe Company .. 43 

Ferman Chevrolet Co. ...... 2 

Greynolds Company, A. 0. 21 

Huck Paint Co., M. O... 41 

Harris Standard Paint Co., Inc. 15 

International Minerals & Chemicals . 40 

Industrial Supply Co..... 33 

Kloeppel Hotels. Inc. _ 34 

Lamar Hotel . 15 

Lakeland Ford Company _ 42 

Lewis Lumber Company . 40 

McIntosh, B. D. . 39 

Modern Coach Corporation . 37 

Miller Machine Company . 33 

Moody & Sons, M. D... 38 

Mexican Petroleum Corp. 29 

Murphy & Mills Corp . 29 

Murphy Construction Co...... 41 


Material Sales Corporation .... 2 

Mara-Vista Beach Court . „. 38 

Ocala Ice Manufacturing & Packing Co. 36 

Orlando Transit Company . 37 

Oolite Rock Company ._... 39 

Ocala Lumber Sales Company, Inc. .. 21 

Petroleum Carrier Corp. 37 

Patten Sales Company 41 

Portland Cement Association ... 41 

Pinellas Lumber Co. ..... 38 

Plymouth Group _____ 30 

Pledger, A. W.. 31 

Respess Engraving Company . 25 

Redwing Carriers, Inc. ...... 21 

Rich Company, A. F. .. 19 

St. John’s Box Company ... 39 

San Carlos Hotel ..— .. 25 

Sherman Concrete Pipe Company . 19 

Solomon’s Dairy ...... 29 

Standard Oil Company ......18 

Scott Construction Co. ... 25 

Summers, G. Powell ........ 42 

Tampa Armature Works .... 19 

Thomas Lumber Co., B. T. .. 34 

Thomas Jefferson Hotel ... 33 

Thomas Lumber Co.... . 36 

Underwood & Sons, R. W. ... 38 

Vero Beach Machine & Supply Shops .. 22 

Valencia Garden . 32 

Walling Crate Company ..... 39 

Winter Garden Citrus Growers .. 24 

Woodstock Slag Corp. . 21 

Wohl & Sons, Louis ..... 35 

Wannamaker & Wells ..... 39 

Walker & Hallowell . 19 

Walker Fertilizer Company .. 24 


TEXACO 
OIL PRODUCTS 

Phone 396-W W. Wilson St. 

G. POWELL SUMMERS 
Lake City, Florida 


IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 

IN THE 

FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 


For rates write: 

Florida Highways 

2808 N. Orange Ave. Orlando 



Carl M. Adams Eugene T. Murphy 


Matt Tamplin 




1S& 

Contracting Co. 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 


▼ 


P. O. BOX 7 

GROVELAND, FLORIDA 


Forty-two 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 






































































































































CONCRETE PIPE 


SP&PtfP CONSTRUCTION 


King size concrete pipe is now being manufactured in our new, 
modern plant at Tampa, Fla. These long lengths simplify temporary 
storage problems, cut handling costs. Eight foot sections available in 
sizes 24" to 120". Sizes 12" up available in 4-foot lengths. 

Modern equipment and finest materials used to produce pipe of 
maimum strength and density, carefully cured by master concrete 
craftsmen. Concrete pipe for sewers, culverts, driveways, and miscel¬ 
laneous uses. Wire, write or phone for free estimates. 



UNIVERSAL CONCRETE PIPE CO. 


FLORIDA CONCRETE PIPE CO. 


Box 2189 
Box 435 


Tampa, Fla. 
Dothan, Ala. 


Phone Y1431 
Phone 2-6270 


200 Henry St. 


Ocala, Fla. 


1190 







INTERNATIONAL 



International TD-18A Crawler with Bucyrus-Erie Bullgrader — an outstanding dirt moving combination. 


Crawler Tractor 


Pawesi 



You can't beat International Diesel 
Crawlers for all 'round performance 
and real economy operation. They'll 
do hundreds of jobs better, faster 
and at lower costs . . . which means 
greater economy and efficiency on 
your projects. 


SdsleA - Patti. - Sen-itice 


International TD-9 Crawler with B.ucyrus-Erie 
Dozer-Shovel working near Fort Meade , Florida. 


Let us assist you in selecting tractors 
and equipment required for your jobs. 


Construction, Industrial and Logging Equipment 


FIOIIIA-CEOISIA TRACTOR COMPANY 

SAVANNAH JACKSONVILLE TALLAHASSEE ORLANDO 


LAKELAND 


TAMPA 


MIAMI 
















